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HIS  ROYAL  HIGHNESS, 


THE 


0 

Duke  of  Y  O  R  K. 

i 

SIR, 

WHILE  your  Patriot  Brother  fills 
the  regal  throne,  and,  as  the 
beloved  Father  of  his  people,  is  en- 
fhrined  in  every  bofom ;  Your  fre- 
quent  excurfions  to  diffufe  rays  of  that 
happinefs  He  is  the  fupreme  fountain  of, 
in  all  thofe  places.  You  honour  with 
Your  prefence,  quicken  anew,  and  re¬ 
invigorate  the  Loyalty,  Zeal  and  Affec¬ 
tions  of  the  fubjeds  :  of  whom  permit 
one,  although  not  of  the  moft  exalted, 
either  by  place  or  fortune  yet  one  not 
outdone  by  any  in  unfhaken  and  inviolable 

A  Attach- 


(  ii  ) 

Attachment  to  the  Royal  Family,  to  ad- 
drefs  this  feeble  Elfay.  What  firft  gave  rife 
to  the  following  fheets,  in  an  alfumed  cha- 
r after,  now,  moft  dutifully,  and  not  im¬ 
properly,  fubmits  them  to  Your  Royal 
confideration  ;  Y ou  being  the  firft  of  Sub¬ 
jects,  and  Handing  next  to  the  Throne. 

Penetrated  with  the  profoundeft  re*- 
fpeCt,  and  unfeigned  veneration  for  Your 
Royal  Highnefs, 

I  am,  SIR, 

Your  moft  humble, 
moft  obedient,  and 
moft  devoted  fervant. 


The  EDITOR, 


(  Hi  ) 


H  A  R  L  E  Q^U  IN’s 


ADVERTISEMENT 


TO  THE 


P  U  B  L  I  C  K. 


OUR  patience  in  reading  or  hear- 


JL  ing  having  now  been  fo  long  and 
fo  unmercifully  run  upon,  as  to  be 
nearly,  if  not  entirely  exhauiled,  by  fo 


many  declamatory,  refutatory,  inflamma¬ 


tory,  circumlocutory  and  objurgatory  pub¬ 
lications  for  and  againft  the  Great  Man, 
as  well  as  continental  meafures;  however,  it 
is  ardently  hoped  by  me,  my  printer  and 
publilher,  for  reafons  bell  known  to  our- 
felves,  that  you  will,  from  your  great  good- 
nefs,  welcome  with  a  fmile  one  adven- 


A  2 


turer 


(  iv  ) 

turer  more  upon  the  lame  hackneyed  fub- 
jedl :  one  who  modedly  makes  his  ap¬ 
proaches  under  a  quite  different  appear¬ 
ance  from  any  of  his  grave,  long-eared, 
affinine  predecelfors,  who  had  brayed  in 
lb  loud,  and  lo  continued  a  dilcordance, 
as  that  mod;  ears  have  been  harlhly  grated 
upon,  nay,  forely  rafped.  I  think  it 
a  duty  to  furnilh  you  with  foothing  appli¬ 
cations,  in  order  to  tickle  up  your  jaded 
attention,  and  tune  it  anew.  Wherefore, 
neither  dwelling  long  upon,  nor  entering 
deeply  into  any  point,  like  my  variegated 
habit,  I  lhall  exhibit  to  you  but  a  farcical 
patch-work,  a  laughable  Medley  from 
all.  So  having  adjuded  my  hat,  girt  on 
my  doughty  blade,  and  given  a  preluding 
twirl  or  two  to  my  head,  with  an  explo- 
five  finger  and  thumb,  predo,  I  fnap  into 

the  budnefs  propofed. - Obferving  no 

fcrupulous  order,  I  lhall  trip  it  lightly 
upon  paper,  from  topic  to  topic,  as  I  do 
from  l'cene  to  fcene,  on  the  dage ;  equally 
averfe  from  the  formal  dalk  of  bulkined 

heroes. 


— 


heroes,  or  cadenced  deportment  of  mo¬ 
dern  fine  gentlemen.  My  principal  aim 
is  to  figure  off  and  on  in  the  bell: 
manner  my  reltlefs  and  mercurial  dilpo- 
fition  will  permit ;  that  at  the  lame  time 
I  afpire  to  gain  for  myfelf  applaufe,  I 
may  afford  a  not  altogether  nugatory  en¬ 
tertainment  to  my  indulgent  readers :  and, 
in  the  old  Horatian  way,  without  me¬ 
thod,  lead  them  to  the  truth. 


A  N 
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IMPORTANT  ADMONITION 


To  be  attended  to  by  the  more  than 

SUPERFICIAL  READERS. 

AS  the  Haue  q^u  i  n  you  are 

ufed  to  fee  on  our  Theatres  wears 
an  horrid  fable  Vizor,  type  of  infernali- 
ty,  and  that  merited  damnation  to  which 
fenfe  and  tafte  have  long  fince  affigned 
him,  had  their  power  any  fway  in  this 
world,  but  more  efpecially  in  England  ;  in 
which  degenerate  kingdom  (as  to  genius) 
the  fons  of  dulnefs  prefiding  at  every 
helm,  by  each  day’s  exhibition,  they 
appear  to  lofc  ground  more  and  more ; 
- fatal  fymptom. - - 

“  Har- 


(  vii) 


“  Harlequin  beware  of  gravity,  and 
that  dulnefs  for  which  you  implead 
others,”  the  alert  may  reply. 

In  anfwer  to  them,  I  mean  to  be  al¬ 
ternately  lerious,  and  jocular,  as  the 
topics  I  (hall  glance  to  may  require.  For 
which  end  I  have  alfumed  another  kind 
of  mafque,  and  more  in  the  true  antique 
tafte :  one  profile  prefenting  to  you  the 
weeping  Heraclitus ;  the  other,  the  laugh¬ 
ing  Democritus. - When  on  a  me¬ 

lancholy  theme,  I  fhall  turn  the  Hera¬ 
clitus  fide  to  you,  and  cafi:  a  gloom  all 
around.  But  when  come  to  a  jocular  one, 

I  fhall  nimbly  whilk  me  about  (nay,  im- 
perceptibly  to  the  mod  fagacious  eye)  and 
laugh  you  all  into  a  chorus  of  jollity  - 
if  what  I  advance,  ftrike  you  in  the  fame 
comical  light  it  does  me.  If  not —  why 

the  natural  conclufion  mud  then  be, 
that  we  do  not  think  alike.  From  the 
modeft  conviftion  with  which  moil  authors 


arc 


(  viii  ) 

are  actuated,  having  firft  with  all  humi¬ 
lity  and  diffidence  inferred  my  not  being 
in  the  wrong, 

“  Sirs,  fhall  judge  you  are  not  in 
the  right, — 

“  So,  as  the  hour  runs  5  good  day :  or 
good  night.”—— 
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MEMOIRS,  &c. 


1 


¥ 


T  has  been  time  out  of  mind  cuf- 
tomary  with  polemical  writers  to  be¬ 
gin  their  profound  effays  with  coin- 
parifons  of  this  fort;  “As  in  the  body 
natural,  fo  in  the  body  politic ;  and  an 
hundred  fuch all  which  I  difclaim, 
having  hit  upon  a  much  prettier,  and 
quite  new. 


As  the  human  Foetus,  even  when  mod: 
found  and  molt  perfectly  put  together, 
brings  with  it  into  the  world  the  latent 
feeds  of  that  diforder,  by  which  the  fo 

B  happily 


(  1°  ) 

happily  fabricated  frame  (if  not  by  any 
violent  means  untimely  deftroyed)  mufl 
finally  perifh :  fo  every  peace  is  faid, 
however  circumfpeCtly,  judicioufly,  and, 
according  to  the  laws  of  nations,  it  may 
have  been  contrived,  to  always  contain 
the  undeveloped  elements  of  the  war  to 
follow. 

Thus  it  happened  to  our  admirable 
peace-makers,  the  pupils,  and  preceptors, 
&c.  at  Aix-la-Chapelle !  The  fettling 
of  the  limits  in  North- America  was  the 
political  embryo  which  they  left  to  be 
matured  up  into  the  prefent  war.— Every 
reader  is  at  liberty  to  make  here  what  re¬ 
flections  he  pleafes.  I  have  not  time  to 
dwell  long  upon  trifles. 

In  confequence  of  the  above  tran fac¬ 
tion,  it  was  truly  comic  to  fee  the  agents 
di  fpatched  by  us  to  Paris,  in  order  to  ne- 
gociate  the  matter  in  diipute.  Our  well- 
cholen  deputies,  letter-carriers,  or  any 

other 


( II ) 

other  name  you  may  pleafe  to  give  them, 
being  ignorant  of  the  French  language, 
could  not  fpeak  their  meaning  to  thole 
fent  to  meet  them  by  the  French  mo¬ 
narch  ;  who,  on  their  fide  being  equally 
ignorant  of  the  Englilh,  were  difquali- 
fied  from  even  alhing  our  emilfaries  the 
Ample  queftion  of  what  they  might  have 
to  propofe,  or  even  what  bufinefs  they 
were  come  about. 

The  uncommunicative  figures  being 
prefented  to  each  other,  nothing  followed 
but  inexplicable  dumb  fhew,  and  a  real 
mockery  of  at  lead  one  of  the  two  courts. 
Let  penetrating  minds  determine  which. 

I 

Upon  the  reciprocal  ignorance  of  the 
refpedtive  languages  fpoken  by  the  agents 
on  both  fides ;  a  necefiity  arofe  of  em¬ 
ploying  a  new  fet  of  fub-minifters,  com¬ 
monly  called  interpreters,  language-ma- 
fircrs,  &c.  from  their  profefiion  well  cal¬ 
culated  to  decide  the  difpute  of  nations. 

What  a  date-farce  ! 

B  2  The 


(  12  ) 

The  interpreters  then  at  Paris  (as  the 
two  great  heroes  fince  in  Germany,  Fer¬ 
dinand  and  Broglio,  who  thoroughly  un¬ 
derhand  each  other)  employed  every  ar¬ 
tifice  to  diftraft,  perplex,  complicate  and 
protract  the  negociation,  in  order  to  con¬ 
tinue  themfelves  the  longer  in  pay,  and 
to  bring  more  grift  to  their  own  mills. 
Repeated  queftions  were  made  on  both 
fides }  no  fatisfa&ory,  but  rather  evafive 
anfwers  were  given  on  either.  The  late 
duke  of  Mirepoix,  then  embaflador  of 
France,  a  nobleman  to  the  true  fenfe  of 
the  word,  and  a  perfon  of  undoubted 
honour,  was  ntoft  zealous  and  languine 
to  bring  matters  to  an  amicable  conclu- 

I 

lion,  and  preventing  a  war  breaking  out 
between  the  two  courts.  So  indefatigable 
was  he  that  he  kept  puffing  and  blowing- 
like  thofe  cheek-fwollen  pi&ures  of  fEolus 
and  his  winds  prefixed  to  the  third  /Eneid, 
frequent  caufe  of  wonder  and  admiration 
to  young  mafters  at  fchool. 


But 
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(  J3  ) 


But  all  his  puffing  and  blowing  ended 
in  meer  wind ;  for  it  had  been  previoufly 
refolved  in  fome  bofoms  here,  to  abruptly 
ruffi  into  a  war,  and  more  in  an  Algerine 
manner,  than  that  which  had  been  long 
agreed  upon  by  civilized  people,  or  au¬ 
thorized  by  the  laws  of  nations. 


There  was  breach  of  faith,  meer  po¬ 
litical  iophiftry,  or  rather  a  lack  of  ho¬ 
nour  in  fome  of  our  then  ftate-admini- 
ftrants,  the  regency ;  in  the  ablence  of 
our  late  moft  gracious  fovereign,  whofe 
unparalelled  virtues  and  excellent  qualities 
long  moft  glorioully  adorned  the  throne. 


The  foul  play  glanced  at  here,  is ; 
when  Mirepoix,  purfuant  to  orders  from 
his  court,  alarmed  at  our  naval  arma¬ 
ments,  (againft  which  at  all  events  they 
were  alfo  preparing)  made  frequent  ap¬ 
plications  to  our  miniftfy  for  a  categorical 
anfwer,  if  any  hoftilities  were  intended 
by  our  arming  fa  formidable  a  fleet :  the 

lulling 
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(  M  ) 

lulling  anfwer  was,  “  He  might  allure 
his  court,  that  their  difpofition  was  quite 
for  peace ;  and  that  if  hoftilities  were 
not  commenced  by  France,  they  fhould 
not,  by  England.”  Refting  on  this  af- 
furance.  Mirepoix  difpatches  a  courier 
with  the  news  thereof  to  Verfailles,  as 
an  encouragement  to  fend  out  what 
troops  and  proviiions  were  necefl'ary 
for  the  fupport  and  defence  of  her  fet- 
tlements  in  North- America. 


However,  the  French  court  not  tho¬ 
roughly  fatisfied  with  Mirepoix’s  infor¬ 
mation,  ordered  M‘Namara  to  fail  with  a 
fleet  of  fhips  of  war  to  a  certain  latitude, 
by  way  of  efcorte  to  thofe  intended  for 
North-America  ;  and,  if  in  failing  thi¬ 
ther,  he  fhould  not  be  attacked  by  the 
fleet  under  Bofcawen,  that  would  be  a 
fufflcient  indication  of  the  fair  and  peace¬ 
able  intentions  of  the  Englifh  minifhy  : 
that  in  confequence  he  was  to  return  home 

with 


(  «J  ) 


with  moft  of  his  fleet,  leaving  but  the 
Alcide,  Lis,  &c.  to  guard  the  tranfports. 


M‘Namara  did  fo. — What  did  Bof- 
cawen  ?  why  inftead  of  attacking  the  fleet 
of  the  former,  which  might  have  been 
done,  if  his  inftrudtions  had  fo  ordered 
him,  (for  a  braver  officer  never  walked 
between  the  ffem  and  ftern  of  a  fhip,) 
fell  upon  the  few  convoy-fhips  left,  an 
objedt  unworthy  of  his  fortitude  and  In¬ 
trepidity. 


At  the  news  of  fb  unexpected  a  blow, 
as  well  as  on  account  of  his  being  deceiv¬ 
ed,  and  having  mifinformed  his  own  court, 
baffled  Mirepoix  was  more  chafed  than 
ever,  and  with  anger-ftretched  his  cheeks 
even  to  burfting ;  had  his  chariot  driven, 
the  horfes  all  covered  with  foam,  firff  to 
one  minifter,  then  to  another.  Each  affedt- 
ed  furprize,  ignorance,  and  a  not  having 
any  the  leaf!  lhare  in  the  caufe  of  his  com¬ 
plaint.  Finding  himfelf  fo  egregioufly 

bubbled 


i 


(  i6  ) 

bubbled,  be  forgot  his  French  manners, 
and  called  them  des  itnpojleurs,  canaille , 
pirates,  and  left  them,  with  a  declara¬ 
tion  (which  he  kept)  of  never  feeing 
more,  or  even  bidding  Adieu  to  perfons 
whom  he  had  miftaken  for  men  of  ho¬ 
nour  ;  but  whom  the  event  proved  to  be 
gem  fans  foi. 

At  their  fir  ft  meeting  our  gentry  laughed 
very  heartily  at  the  believing  Mirepoix’s 
expence,  ailing  each  other,  “  Was  the 
filly  Frenchman  in  as  great  a  paflion 
when  with  you,  as  when  he  was  with 
me.”  Comparing  notes,  they  found  that 
he  had  treated  them  all  alike,  very  Ca¬ 
valierly,  not  to  fay  fcurvily,  rather  with 
too  much  indignity  to  be  tamely  put  up 
by  titled  noblemen,  and  vicegerents  of 
power. 

However,  they  foon  palliated  that  mat¬ 
ter  to  themfelves,  by  faying,  “  Damn  his 
petulance,  we  are  obliged  to  underftand 

no 


m 
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no  more  of  his  language,  than  as  far  as 

it  makes  for  us, - When  otherwife  •, 

mum.” 


All  men  of  a  buccaneering  genius,  and 
fond  of  adventuring  in  privateers,  ex¬ 
tolled  the  proceeding  of  our  miniftry, 
which  was  proteiled  againft  in  the  bread; 
of  every  difinterefted,  calm,  and  difpaf- 
fionate  man  throughout  thefe  kingdoms, 
as  a  precedent  of  moft  dangerous  tenden¬ 
cy,  fubverlive  of  public  faith  between 
powers,  and  which  muft  ultimately  throw 
us  into  an  univerfal  Pyrrhonifm,  or  date 
of  doubt,  in  regard  to  the  right  of  na¬ 
tions  ;  nay,  abl'olutely  unhinge  all  our 
notions  as  to  peace  among  kingdoms, 
that  have  difclaimed  barbarity. 

Hath  one  people  injured  another,  let 
proper  remonftrances  be  made  by  the 
latter  to  the  former,  and  a  certain  time 

tpecified  for  the  giving  a  fitisfadtion, 

% 

which,  if  not  complied  with,  then  let, 

C  the 
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the  molt  dire  of  all  neceflities.  War,  be 
proceeded  to,  with  the  hitherto  under- 
itood  forms,  previoufly  obferved. 

Through  all  fueceeding  hiftory,  our 
commencement  of  this  war,  as  well  as 
the  Pm ffi an  irruption  into  Saxony,  both 
a-kin,  will  be  heavily  cenfured.  Let  us 
fuppofe  ourfelves  in  the  ftate  of  the  French, 
failing  on  the  faith  of  treaties  to  all  the 
ports  of  Europe,  uninformed,  not  dream¬ 
ing  of  declared  hoftilities ;  neverthelefs  to 
he  fired  upon,  robbed  of  their  property, 
made  prifoners  of  war,  and  dragged,  guilt- 
lefs  of  any  crime,  to  pine,  languish  and 
expire  in  fqualid  country  gaols ;  while  their 
di  Icon  folate  families  at  home,  in  every  de¬ 
gree  of  conlanguinity,  friendfiiip,  and 
affedtion  weep  fuch  unmerited  diftrcfs. — 

Here  I  turn  the  Heraclitus-fide  of  my 

✓ 

mafque. 

Humanity  fhudders  at,  darts  from, 
and  recoils  at  the  cruel  treatment.  It 
was  matter  of  indifference  to  a  French¬ 


man 
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man  to  be  furprized  by  a  Sallee  Rover, 
the  lawlel's  natives  of  Tunis,  or  English¬ 
men  proceeding  in  open  violation  of  the 
established  laws  of  nations ;  and  their 
dying  miierably  in  the  prifons  of  either 
nation,  no  objeft  of  election,  or  prefe¬ 
rence. 


Had  our  trade  been  thus  run  upon, 
and  ravaged  in  the  midft  of  a  profound 
peace  ?  Had  our  fcllow-fubjedts  been 
crammed  into  naufeous  places  of  con¬ 
finement  r  had  every  Mail  brought  us 
news  of  their  lamentable  ends,  a  mid  if 

the  horrors  of  foreign  confinement,  Sigh- 

\  °  •  ^ 

ing  in  vain  for  a  return  to  their  native 
home. - 

Would  not  our  Streets  refound  with  ac¬ 
clamations  like  to  that  of  the  Trojan 


£>uod  genus  hoc  hominum ,  queeve  hunc 
tain  bar  bar  a  morem 
Permitit  P atria  ? 
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(  20  ) 

“  What  fpecies  of  men  muft  this  be  ? 
What  a  barbarous  realm,  which  permits 
fuch  aits  of  violence  !” — Could  a  French¬ 
man  walk  the  ilreets  in  fafety  ?  I  fancy 
not.  The  general  indignation  would'  be 
juft.  Nay,  I  myfelf,  however  abhorrent 
in  my  nature  from  bloody  deeds,  would 
change  my  wooden  fword  to  one  of  fteel, 
and  be  among  the  foremoft  to  cry  aloud, 
“  Rife  all,  arm  all ;  let  us  wreak  imme- 
diate  vengeance  on  the  perfidious  Gaul  for 
the  groans  and  inglorious  deaths  of  our 
dear  countrymen.” - 

But  as  Macbeth  fays. 


“  Things  ill  begun  ftrengthen  them- 
felves  by  ill.” 

Hoftilities,  or  rather  depredations  com¬ 
menced  ;  there  was  a  necefiity  of  con¬ 
tinuing  them.  Our  late  king  returned 
haftily  from  Hanover,  and  is  faid  not  to 
have  approved  of  fuch  violent  meafures  j 
but  there  was  then  no  retreating. 
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The  French  court,  it  mud  be  owned, 
adled  with  a  moil  contemptible  fupinenefs 
on  fo  irritating  an  occalion,  and  fo  many 
repeated  affronts.  In  fucli  a  manner  it 
is  hoped  our  court  will  never  adt  when 
equally  provoked  ;  but  upon  a  firfl  infult 
given,  immediately  return '  it.  Thus 
we  fhould  have  done  in  regard  to  the 
Antigall  ican’s  mod;  indifputably  lawful 
prize :  and  made  a  feizure  of  fhips  to 
her  amount  belonging  to  that  very  part 
where  the  adt  of  injuftice  was  committed 
by  an  influenced  tribunal. 

Let  it  be  remembered ;  to  avoid  beintr 

O 

under  a  neceflity  of  frequent  repetition, 
that  France’s  tamely  bearing  fo  long 
our  taking  and  imprifoning  her  feamen, 
was  the  primar  caufe  of  difabling  her 
naval  forces,  and  pre-infuring  the  unpa- 
ralelled  fuccefs  we  have  had  in  that  de¬ 
partment  of  our  power. 


Waving 
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Waving  the  illegality  of  fuch  a  warfare ; 
ail  fuccefles  thencfi  derived,  are  to  be 
folely  afcribed  to  the  firft  planners  and 
executors  thereof:  not  to  any  puny 
whipfter  fince  who  may  ridiculoufly  arro¬ 
gate  to  himfelf  the  entire  merit  thereof. 
To  do  j  uftice  to  the  miniftry  of  that  pe¬ 
riod  5  upon  the  clofeft  enquiry,  I  can  find 
no  amelior ation  of  their  pian,  no  amend¬ 
ment  ot  then  conceived  and  intended 
manner  of  executing  it.  They  were 
unlucky  in  ‘  he  adtors  they  had  cholen  for 
their  Drama  ;  and  thereby  failed.  Like 
unlucky  gameilers,  when  lick  of  a  lofing 
game,  they  were  glad  to  throw  up  the 

cards;  another  fucceeded  to  them  in 
powei ,  and  fortune  lupplied  him  with  a 
better  run  ;  that  is  his  chief  merit,  which 
we  lhall  fee  more  at  large  as  we  go  on. 

I  bound  over  a  great  many  trifling 
incidents  ;  among  others  that  abfurd  and 
ridiculous  condcfccnfion  of  the  French, 
to  lend  home  the  Blandford,  becaule 

taken 
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\  • 

taken  prior  to  a  formal  declaration  of 
war  :  as  well  as  that  of  our  miniftry’s  ex¬ 
culpating  themfelves  from  the  charge  of 
prevarication  with  Mirepoix ;  faying,  that 
England  {hould  not  be  the  fir  ft  to  commit 
hoftilities,  which  they  afferted  to  be  a 
truth.  For  that  the  French  were  the  firft 
aggreffors,  becaufe  a  few  of  their  colonifts 
and  l'ome  of  ours  had  met,  wrangled, 
proceeded  to  blows,  kicked,  fcratched, 
and  pulled  each  other  by  the  hair  on  the 
Banks  of  tile  Ohio  :  and  that  this  was 
the  {Emulating  caufe  of  our  undeclared 
operations.  This  is  an  argument  of  that 
nature  which  the  French  call  vaille  que 
rvaille,  but  for  which  we  have  no  term 
in  Englifh, 

Let  us  now  fuppofe,  for  the  fake  of 
brevity  (and  Brevity  Polonius  Ihrewdly 
infinuates  to  be  the  life  of  argument)  that 
fubfequent  to  a  declaration  France  and 
England  are.  exerting  ajl  their  finews  of 


war. 
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In  regard  to  our  alliance  with  Pruffia, 
and  continental  connexions,  I  fhall  al¬ 
lude  thereto  but  as  little  as  poffible,  that 
matter  being  tumbled  over  by  fo  many 
already ;  but  foberly  digefted,  as  well  as 
executed  in  the  mod  mafterly  and  cogent 
manner  by  the  author  of  the  Considera¬ 
tions,  See.  which,  with  his  occafional 
remarks,  I  look  upon  to  be  the  political 
Bible  of  the  true  intereft  of  England, 

9 

equally  true  through  all  preceding,  as 
they  now  are,  and  will  prove  themfelves. 
through  all  lucceeding  arras  to  the  not 
interefted  to  believe  otherwife. 

Braddock’s  defeat  in  North-America, 
our  ftatefmen  had  no  more  room  to  ap¬ 
prehend,  than  the  French,  that  of 
Dielkaw  ;  both  by  irregulars  and  provin¬ 
cials.  Thofe  two  intrepid  officers,  in  all 
probability,  at  the  head  of  difeiplined 
troops,  in  a  campaign  country,  would, 
have  commanded  as  bloody  a  battle  as  hath 
been  tranfinitted  to  us  by  hi  (lory.  The 
one -was  recommended,  it  is  faid,  by  his 

royal 


i 


:*>-'v#Vv'{y-vki  *A*\  -r**  ••»-  :  Jfcj. 

i.  >■-.  -vy  r.  "-•  ■:■:  '  v,  ■  ■ 

—  


(  25  ) 

royal  highnefs,  and  the  other  by  marlhal 
Saxe.  Hence  it  appears,  that  in  the  mi¬ 
litary  as  well  as  in  other  profeffions,  ge¬ 
nius  and  fuperior  fkill  can  only  exert 
themfelves  on  fuitable  occafions ;  but 
that  much  inferior  talents  are  better 
adapted  for  fucceeding  in  the  wild,  un¬ 
cultivated  fcencs  of  war;  of  which  the 
Eaft-Indies  alfo  afford  us  glaring  in- 
flances. 

How  elate  were  the  French,  but  how 
dejedted  were  we  at  their  taking  of  Port- 
Mahon,  which  afforded  then  matter  cf 
deep  fpeculation  to  many,  and  fince,  with 
feveral,  remains  a  very  myfterious  affair. 
So  many  different  difhes  on  this  fubjedt  at 
the  fame  time  have  been  ferved  up  to  th 
public,  even  to  naufeating ;  that  I  fhall 
fry  very  little  thereupon,  nor  venture  to 
hafh  it  up  anew,  being  now  fo  obfolcte 
and  Hale.  I  confine  myfelf  to  thefe  ob- 
fervations,  to  wit,  that  one  commanding 
officer,  although  difculpated  from  the 
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two  parental  motives  from  which  any  cri¬ 
minality  could  pollibly  be  engendered, 
buffered  an  ignominious  death.  The 
other  was  ennobled,  although  (through 
age,  infirmity  and  want  of  the  concur¬ 
ring  afli fiance  of  many  fuperior  but 
ablent  officers,  whofe  duty  it  was  to  be 
there)  he  was,  firft,  guilty  of  fome  er- 
rours  during  the  fiege,  fuch  as,  that  of 
not  having  deftroyed  the  fuburbs,  under 
whole  cover  the  French  made  their  ap¬ 
proaches,  ereded  and  played  off  a  bat¬ 
tery  to  the  garrifon’s  great  annoyance. 
Secondly,  of  not  holding  cut  the  place 
to  the  laft  extremity,  which,  after  Byng’s 
defeat,  might  have  been  done  even  until 
the  arrival  of  Hawke.  The  French  were 
furprized  at  the  ceffion  of  a  place  fo  ca¬ 
pable  of  making  a  longer  refiftance. 
Prince  Henry  Wirtemberg’s  declaration 

•t 

was  in  terms  very  contemptuous  of  the 
Englilh  governor’s  ability. 

He, 
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He,  notwithllanding,  was  the  mob 
deity  of  London  at  that  time.  No  ex¬ 
travagance  was  omitted  to  do  honour  to 
his  fuppofed  tranfcendency  in  fortitude 
and  generalfhip ;  nay,  zealous  fathers 
have  been  heard  to  wifh  their  daughters 
with  child  by  the  old  gentleman,  in  or¬ 
der  to  tranfmit  to  their  country  a  race  of 
heroes  from  his  formidable  loins. 

No  body  could  be  more  furprized  than 
Blakeney  was  at  the  people’s  univerfal  joy 
on  his  arrival  at  Portfmouth,  he  rather 
dreading  a  rebuke,  than  hoping  any  dig¬ 
nity  from  his  royal  mailer. 

But  in  the  proportion  as  Byng  was  to 
be  funk  down  to  infamy,  fo  Blakeney  was 
to  be  railed  to  honours ;  both  I  fear  in  the 
extreme.  It  mull,  however,  be  allowed 
that  it  was  keeping  touch  with  the  mil- 
guided  feelings  of  the  roaring  multi¬ 
tude. 
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According  to  a  not  over-nice  Codex  of 
military  honour,  the  favourite  fons  of 
Mars  never  chofe  to  take  a  title  or  di- 
dinguifhing  favour  from  a  defeat,  or  a 
being  worded ,  however  gallant  their  be¬ 
haviour  might  have  been  on  the  occafion ; 
becaufe  all  fuch  memorials  mud  daily  re¬ 
mind  them  of  an  event  which  they  would 
widi  to  have  fallen  out  otherwife.  What 
has  been  ufual  in  like  mifhaps,  I  mean  in 
foreign  countries,  is  to  wait  for  the  fird 
fuccefsful  atchievement  of  fuch  com¬ 
manders,  and  then  to  make  their  ho¬ 
nours  dow  from  that  fource,  however 
fmallor  incondderable.  Any  trifling  vic¬ 
tory  being  more  flattering  to  remem¬ 
brance,  than  a  defeat  however  illuflrious. 

Agreeable  to  this  do&rine,  the  plain 
but  very  military  major  Regan  exprefled 
himfelf.  Having  repaired  to  Ireland  from 
the  Span  id  1  fervice,  to  take  up  arms  un¬ 
der  unfortunate  James  II.  He  on  many 
occafions  diflinguifhed  himfelf,  but  par¬ 
ticularly  by  his  brave  defence  of  Charle- 
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mont,  at  the  head  of  a  few  ragamuffins, 
againft  fome  of  king  William’s  beft  troops. 
He  managed  matters  fo  by  his  manoeuvres 
in  the  town,  making  himfelf  appear  to 
be  infinitely  more  formidable  than  he 
really  was,  that  he  obtained  a  mod 
flattering  capitulation,  and  marched  out 
of  the  place  with  all  the  honours  of  war. 

The  vidtors  blufhed  at  their  conceffions 
when  they  palled  in  review,  his  veiy 
fmall  and  wretched  corps  confifting  of 
rather  fcare-crows,  than  militants ;  but 
acknowledged  at  the  fame  time  the  go¬ 
vernor’s  fuperior  merit  in  the  fkillful  ule 
he  had  made  of  his  Tatterdemallions. 

When  he  repaired  to  the  caftle  of 
Dublin,  to  give  his  majefty  an  account 
of  the  fiege ;  the  king  received,  heard 
him  very  gracioufly,  applauded  his  con¬ 
duct,  and  conferred  knighthood  on  him. 

• 

As  foon  as  withdrawn  from  the  royal  pre¬ 
fence,  he  faid,  to  fome  of  his  intimates, 
“  This  king  of  ours  is  a  veiy  good  one  ; 
he  has  made  me  a  knight  for  lofing  a 

place. 
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place.  I  wonder,  upon  my  foul,  what  he 
would  do  for  me  if  I  was  after  taking  one 
for  him.” 

This  remark  of  Sir  Teague  O  Regan 
is  a  fhrewd  one,  and  needs  no  comment. 
Up  on  the  lofs  of  Minorca  no  fault  of  the 
then  railed  at  miniftry  who  had  made  choice 
of  admiral  Byng  chiefly  at  his  own  follici- 
tation,  and  whom  the  general  fenfe  of  the 
nation  looked  upon  at  that  time  as  the 
moft  qualified  for  commanding  in  the 
Mediterranean,  from  an  early  knowledge 
thereof  under  his  father,  whofe  glory 
derived  from  that  very  fea  was  deemed  an 
incentive  fufficient  to  Annulate  the  fon 
to  emulate  his  fire’s  glorious  expedition 
there. 

The  fault  of  more  fhips  not  having 
been  fent  out  on  that  occafion,  was  not 
likewile  the  fault  of  the  then  miniftry, 
but  arofe  from  an  information  received, 
that  the  French  had  not  failors  to  man 
above  fix  ftiips  of  war;  nor  had  they  till 
the  C  renoefe  fupplied  them :  and  this 

fare 
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fure  was  a  greater  caufe  to  declare  war 
againfl  that  petty  republic,  than  any  hi¬ 
therto  affigned  for  rufhing  into  one  with 
Spain,  now  governed  by  a  monarch  free 
from  all  influence  of  intriguing  women, 
aflifted  bv  able  miniders,  who  are  tho- 
roughly  acquainted  with  our  fyldem.  Her 
coffers  are  full  of  money,  her  inhabitants 
more  numerous  than  ufual.  Our  late  king 
moreover  was  alarmed  by  a  falfe  intelli¬ 
gence  from  our  ever  infincere  friends  the 
Dutch,  (who  perhaps  were  in  the  fecret  of 
the  clandedine  abidance  to  be  had  from 
Genoa)  not  to  leave  the  Britannic  coad 
unguarded ;  for  that  the  French  mod  cer¬ 
tainly  intended  an  invafion. - 

The  nation  was  all  in  an  uproar.—  Seve¬ 
ral  letters  addrefied  to  the  people  of  Eng¬ 
land,  had  fpread  univerfal  murmurings 
abroad;  they  wantonly  extolling  the  hy¬ 
per-patriotic  virtue  of  P— t  ;  wbr  within 
doors,  as  well  as  his  writing  adjutants 
without,  dormed  in  the  fame  dyle  againd 
continental  meafures.  They  declaimed, 

and 
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and  truly,  that  we  Ihould  facrifice  our 
real  national  intereft  if  we  embarked 
therein. 

The  clamour  was  fo  great  againft  the 
then  mini  dry,  and  Mr.  P — t’s  patriotifm, 
through  the  afhftance  of  Dr.  5'hebbeare’s 
writing,  was  rifen  into  fuch  a  veneration 
among  the  people 

“  Whole  honefty  they  all  durft  fwear 
for, 

«  Tho’  not  a  man  of  them  knew 
wherefore.”  Hud. 

That  the  former,  by  mutual  agreement, 
fneaked  out  of  power,  like  the  two  dis¬ 
creet  kings  of  Brentford,  at  the  approach 
of  danger.  About  that  time  an  humour¬ 
ous  print  was  published,  reprefenting 
them  in  councils,  as  whelmed  under  a 
fallen  map  of  Minorca,  covered  with 
cobwebs,  archly  implying  its  having  been 
a  matter  quite  neglefted. —  Their  rueful 
looks  at  each  other  were  of  the  grotefque 
pathetic. 
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The  morning  after  that  miniftry’s  con¬ 
cealed  demi'flion  of  power,  their  antago- 
nift-coffehoufe  haranguers,  pamphleteers, 
and  daily  elTayifts  were  greatly  incenfed 
on  hearing  of  the  minifterial  elopementi 

_ _ -  To  ufe  the  huntfman’s  phrafe, 

“  Stole  away,”  was  the  word  with  one. — 
“  Damn  the  fcoundrels,  cried  another.’* 
I  am  a  good  pamphlet,  printed  to  the 
laft  half  fheet,  out  of  pocket  by  therm 

. - A  tutored  fervator  was  under  a 

neceftity  of  fupprefting  a  prepared  fpeech 
for  the  houfe  that  day. 

An  interefting  crifis  of  Brithli  patrio- 
tifm  arifing  upon  us  here,  it  is  not -'-im¬ 
proper  to  take  breath  a  little,  and  a  retro- 
fpedl  of  a  ft  airs  as  they  then  flood,  in  order 
that  as  much  as  my  nature  and  the  multi¬ 
farious  fubje&s  wiil  allow,  we  may  proceed 
with  fome,  tho’  diftant,  kind  of  method. 

Let  it  not  be  omitted,  that  the  re¬ 
tired  miniftry  had  difpatched,  to  re¬ 
pair  the  precipitate  miftake  of  Braddock; 
and  compleat  their  originally  conceived 
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plan  ol  reducing  Canada,  lord  Loudon ; 
who  was  put  at  the  head  of  the  land  forces. 
Admiral  Holbourn  commanded  the  fleet. 
'Nothing  was  neglected  to  make  their  ex¬ 
pedition  fucceed.  Moft  fanguine  hopes 

were  conceived  thereof  by  all  ranks  of 

c  , 

people. 

•  The  French  who  had  been  fo  greatly 
difappointed  in  their  almoft  certain  hopes 
of  taking  New- York,  &c.  under  the 
command  of  fo  excellent  an  officer  as 
Dicfkaw,  a  favourite-  of  marfhal  Saxe, 
fent  Montcalm  with  troops,  in  hopes  of 
making  up  their  lofs  in  the  mifcarriage 
of  Diefkaw. 

The  fervice  rendered  by  Sir  William 
Johnfon,  in  defeating  that  French  gene¬ 
ral,  laving  New-York,  &c.  is  of  infinite 
more  advantage  to  the  real  interell:  of 
England,  than  all  prince  Ferdinand’s  pa¬ 
rading  and  exaggerated  victories  in  Ger¬ 
many  ;  from  which  part  of  the  world 
we  fcarce  ever  received  a  word  of  truth 

# 

All  firft  reports  of  his,  of  the  Pruflian  mo¬ 
narch’s. 
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narch’s,  and  the  hereditary  prince’s  con¬ 
quers  were  of  the  marvellous  kind,  and  to 
be  equalled  only  by  the  nothingnefs  they 
fhrunk  into.  The  French,  to  lure  us  to 
their  favourite  game  of  fighting  them  on 
the  continent,  avoided  taking  the  fhorteft 
road  to  the  relief  of  Saxony ;  but  went 
purpofely  out  of  their  wav,  to  fixike  out 
litigious  matter  of  debate  with  the  Hano¬ 
verians  ;  and  to  trample  upon  them,  Eng¬ 
land  beinp-  out  of  the  reach  of  their  re- 

O 

fentment. 

Honour,  Humanity,  gratitude  to  our 
fovereign,  called  out  for  our  fending  af- 
fiftance  to  a  people  innocent  of  any  ag- 
grefiion  whatfover,  abfolutely  guiltlefs  of 
any  offence  to  the  French,  and  expoled 
to  wanton  invafion,  on  account  of  their 
being  (for  once,  at  leaf!,  unhappily)  con¬ 
nected  with  England. 

His  royal  highnefs  the  duke  of  Cum¬ 
berland,  who  had  refeued  thefe  kingdoms 
from  one  invafion,  and  fecured  his  fa¬ 
ther’s  throne,  was  with  great  propriety 
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commiflioned  to  refcue  that  other  part  of 
the  paternal  dominions  Hanover  from  de¬ 
vastation.  Of  which  invaded  electorate 
might  juftly  be  faid, 

PleSlitur  infelix  alier.o  crimine. 

Every  body  knows  what  treatment  he 
met  with  on  that  occafion,  and  by  whofe 
oppofltion  effected ;  by  the  very  man 
who  had  often  declared  he  could  not 
find  fo  contemptible  a  place  as  Hanover 
on  the  German  map. —  What  a  difcou- 
ragement  for  the  Hanoverian  regency, 
6cc.  to  act  with  vigour  againft  the  French, 
fiom  a  natural  furmize  of  their  fovc- 
reign’s  little  influence  in  England,  when 
a  commoner  oppofed  his  fending  fuccour ; 
or  Supporting  his  ion  in  a  proper  manner, 
Yet  Strange  to  tell,  no  fooner  was  the 
oppofer  promoted  to  the  principal  fecre- 
taryShip  of  Slate,  than  he  was  regenerat¬ 
ed  to  a  new  intellectual  light.  His  vox 
clamanth  in  civifaie  Lon  dint,  the  ob~ 

llreperous  B - f— — d  his  noify  pre- 

curfor, 
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curfor,  his  clamorous  running  footman  in 
politics,  having  had  his  new  miniderial 
idol’s  head  clofe-lhaven  of  all  his  former 
errors ;  rubbed  it  over  with  drong  Jamaica 
rum  until  it  fmoaked :  and  thus  made  to 
exhale  all  anti-germanic  effluvia  from  Iris 
heated  brain.  An  ointment,  made  up 
according  to  the  Brandenburgh  Difpen- 
fary,  was  applied,  the  while,  to  his  eyes  to 
clear  up  and  drengthen  their  vifual  fa¬ 
culty. 

The  fo  treated  Patient  darted  fuddenly 
from  amongd  their  operating  hands,  as  a 
man  inlpir’d,  and  broke  out  into  an  effulion 
of  vifionary  ranture,  as,  “  Hail,  Hanover, 
mod  beautiful  of  realms  !  England  dull 
glory  in  paying  tribute  to  thee  !  thou  art 
now  the  brighted  jewel  of  the  imperial 
diadem !  raife  thy  lovely  head  above  all 
other  thrones,  dominions,  and  potentates  $ 
for  words  adequate  are  not  to  be  found 
either  in  Caraftacus,  or  Abernethy’s  fer- 
mons  to  exprefs  thy  palling  beauties. — 
No,  no,  no  j — although  I  have  laid,  but 

then 
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then,  alas,  I  knew  not  what  I  faid,  that  you 
were  a  mill-ftone  about  the  white  neck 
of  England :  I  henceforward  will  hang 
you  about  the  yellow  neck  of  France, 
and  there  fiiall  you  fwing  as  long  as  you 
pleafe. —  Buffy  I  fliall  overmatch  myfelf ; 
and  flagger  the  French  court  by  the  im¬ 
penetrable  politics  of  my  friendly  repre- 

fentative  S- - y,  whom  1  believe  to  be  a 

far  greater  man  than  Richlieu  and  Maza¬ 
rine,  were  they  both  combined  in  one. 
You  trufty  B - f - d  are  as  great  a  po¬ 
litician  ;  and  you,  my  dear  Sir, - Sir 

Index  Bibliopol  are  as  well  fpoken  a  man 

as — let  me  think - almolt —  as  myfelf ; 

for  amongft  the  ancients  and  moderns  I 
don’t  know  whom  to  compare  you  with. 
You  are  the  two  Herculean  pillars  of  my 
fame,  on  which  it  is  upraifed,  fublimed, 
and  emblazoned.” 

Fortune  having  thus  whirled  him  up 
unexpectedly  to  a  pinnacle  of  power 
which  he  never  expeCted,  he  has  not  been 
yet  thoroughly  recovered  from  his  firfl 

in- 
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intoxication.  The  fpight  fhe  owed  him 
was  by  the  affairs  of  Roibach,  Liffa,  &c. 
the  mifcondudt  of  Richlieu,  &c.  to  tempt 
him  to  a  violation  of  the  compact  of 
Cloffer-Severn ;  which,  had  he  a  proper 
regard  for  confiftency  of  character,  or 
his  country’s  intereft,  he  would  hav?  in¬ 
violably  adhered  to.  Before  that  con¬ 
vention,  it  would  have  been  bafe  to  de¬ 
cline  affifting  the  Hanoverians ;  as  to 
attempt  it  fince  was  madnefs,  and  the 
lepulchre  of  all  our  other  victories, 
and  acquilitions.  P— t  was  become  fo 
germanized,  that  he  talked  and  dreamt 
of  nothing  elfe  but  German  Meafures. 
In  his  longing  fits  he  was  often  heard  to 
cry  out,  “  What  would  I  not  give  to 
kifs  the  king  of  Pruffia’s  little  finger,  and 

prince  Ferdinand’s  large - O  God,  thele 

Germans  are  charming  folks !  they’ll 
make  rare  work  of  our  men.” — So  they 
have,  indeed,  Mr.  P— t,  and  thanks-  to 
you  for  it. 


T  roopt, 


Troops,  money,  every  thing  refufed, 
(though  in  the  proper  time)  to  the  duke  of 
Cumberland,  were  abundantly  diSpatched 
injudicioully,  quite  ex  pofi  jaffo,  to  the 
unknown  prince  Ferdinand.  The  Great 
Man  is  therefore  guilty  of  all  the  Eng- 
glifh  lives  loft,  and  money  fquandered  in 
Germany,  lince  the  breach  of  the  Con¬ 
vention.  Widows,  call  upon  him  for  your 
hulbands,  and  children,  for  your  fires. — ■ 
England  muft  be  in  a  hopeful  way,  when 
her  enemy,  France,  and  the  foreign 
commander  in  chief  of  our  armies,  un¬ 
punishable  by  us  for  any  mifcondudt, 
find  their  intereft  to  be  one  and  the  fame  ; 

to  wit,  to  pro  trait  the  war _ France’s 

view  thereby  being  to  exhauft  us  j  Fer¬ 
dinand’s  to  enrich  his  coffers ;  and  from 
one  of  the  pooreft  German  princes  who 
ever  received  Engliffi  pay,  to  become  one  of 
the  wealthieft.  Befides  fighting  the  ene¬ 
my,  and  all  other  hardships  of  cam¬ 
paigning.  our  troops  have  had  another 
difficulty  to  Struggle  again  ft,  the  rooted 

and 


i 


(  41  ) 

and  implacable  animofity  in  all  Heffian 
and  Hanoverian  bofoms,  fijice  the  cruel 
ufage  they  received  here,  when  come  on 
the  friendly  intent  of  fighting  our  quarrel. 
This  ungenerous,  brutal  treatment  was 
caufed  by  the  great  orator’s  haranguing  in 
the  fenate ;  where,  with  an  alfumed  fire 
of  patriotifm,  he  effedted  our  auxiliary 
troops,  lying  unhoufed,  and  demi-frozen 
under  all  the  inclemency  of  a  winter-lky. 
A  retaliation  for  which  ungrateful  pro¬ 
ceeding  has  caufed  the  death  of  many  a 
Briton  in  Germany.—  Whoever  was  to 
blame  ;  the  poor  foldiers  were  not.  This 
is  one  of  the  many  obligations  his  coun- 
'  try  owes  the  Great  Man  ;  and  on  this 
occafion  his  blind  admirers  may  extol  his 

Humanity  if  they  pleafe. 

Another  pretty  article  ! —  The  contri¬ 
butions  raifed  by  Brogho  help  towaids 
the  fupport  of  his  mailer’s  troops.  IS  o 
contributions  railed  by  our  German  chief 
abate  one  farthing  of  the  remittances,  or 

gets  into  any  of  our  natives  pockets  ! 

p  What 
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What  a  fine  game  we  play  there. - In¬ 

finitely  more  than  an  equivalent  for  all 
advantages  gained  over  the  French  in  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  the  world  is  ipunged  away 
in  the  fupport  of  our  German  connec¬ 
tions. 

That  Ferdinand  and  Broglio  adt  with  a 
molt  friendly  connivance  is  demonftrable. 
Whenever  Broglio  commands  alone  he  is 
victorious,  as  at  Bergen ;  twice  againft 
Ifenbourg,  &c.  Is  any  body  put  over,  or 
joined  to  him  in  command,  they  are  fure- 
ly  defeated ;  for  inftance,  Contades  and 
Soubile. —  Broglio  now  and  then  (for 
our  home-returned  officers  own  he  might 
have  long  fince  been  mafler  of  Hanover, 
if  that  had  been  the  end  propofed)  re¬ 
treats  before  Ferdinand,  to  give  him  an 
opportunity  of  writing  brilliant  para¬ 
graphs  for  our  Gazette. 

9 

It  is  tragi-comic  to  obferve,  how  thefe 
two  juggling  generals  play  into  each 
others  hands  with  the  lives  of  men,  pri¬ 
vately  cartelling  the  mutual  advantages 

they 
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they  are  to  let  each  other  alternately  take. 
France  finds  her  account  in  her  general’s. 

O 

All  England  gets  are  letters  of  thankf- 

O  O 

giving  ;  a  pompous  account  of  the  gal¬ 
lant  behaviour  of  our  troops ;  and  that 
noble  Propriety  with  which  they  let 
theml'elves  be  fiaughtered.  Ferdinand 
has  carried  the  jeft  fo  far  as  to  elevate 
even  our  taylors  into  heroes.  Three  hun¬ 
dred  hitches  were  dropt  in  one  adfion  1 

From  the  continued  remonfi  ranees  of 
writers,  and  fpeakers,  P — t  began  not  to 
half  like  the  fo  long  fpun  out  German 
war,  which,  from  tire  firfi:  flafhy  fuccelfes 
of  Prufiia,  he  hoped  to  have  ended  long 
fince.  This  joined  to  the  down-hill 
fituation  of  that  monarch’s  affairs, 
he  began  to  fear  an  impofiibility  of 
fulfilling  his  abfurd  engagements.  The 
murmuring  of  the  fubjedts  daily  en- 
creafed,  “  our  victories  producing  hill  new 
•  taxes  ;  what  muft  a  defeat  do;”  the  peo¬ 
ple  juftly  cried.  He  then  bethought  him- 
felf  of  fneaking  out  of  power ;  that  fome 

F  2  other 
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other  agents  might  cobble  up  as  well  as 
they  could,  the  aukward  work  he  had  fo 
bunglingly  carried  on.  He  planned  no¬ 
thing  but  the  wafteful  reduction  of  Belle- 
ifle,  which,  before  the  dcftruction  of  the 
French  navy,  were  right;  afterwards  ufe- 
lefs. 

Therefore,  his  bufinefs  was  to  create 

tumults  on  purpofe ;  as  a  fifh  troubles  the 

/  / 

water  for  fear  of  being  taken  himfelf. — 
He  found  Pruffia,  Hanover,  &c.  hanging 
fo  like  a  mill-hone  about  his  neck,  that 
he  could  not  get  it  off  with  credit ;  there¬ 
fore  let  flip  the  fecond  opportunity  fport- 
ful  fortune  gave  him  of  rcinftating  him¬ 
felf  with  the  people,  by  accepting  the 
humble  offers  of  France.  Pray  heaven 
we  may  be  able  to  obtain  as  good  terms  if 
fiie  was  fincere.  If  not,  our  acceptance 
would  have  fiiewed  a  moderation  on  our 
fide,  left  her  no  evafive  apology,  and  con- 
fequently  thrown  her  into  a  perplexing 
dilemma, 


Self, 


riwrWH 
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Self,  not  the  Nation,  was  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  P— t’s  adions.  More  commotions 
mull  be  railed.  “  A  war  with  Spain  is 
the  thing.  All  thofe  of  a  privateering 
genius  will  commend  my  bullying  fnirit, 
and  bellow  through  the  rtreets  in  behalf 
of  my  intrepidity.” —  The  time  of  pro¬ 
voking  a  Spanifh  war  had  been  Ion?  lincc 
elapfed ;  long  before  tire  man  of  Tropes 
began  to  flourifh  about  it. 

What  could  be  propofed  by  feizing  the 
Galleons,  &c.  But  a  very  fmall  fhare  be¬ 
longs  to  the  Spaniards.  Would  not  fuch 
a  piratical  ad  make  us  drill  more  odious 
in  the  eyes  of  Europe  j  certainly  c.rufe  all 
the  rich  Englifh  houfcs  in  Spain  to  be 
feized  upon  :  and,  perhaps,  a  general  maf- 


facre  of  our  fellow-rfubjeds  there.  A 


trifling  facrifice  to  our  Patriot’s  chimeri¬ 


cal  fame! - Might  it  not  ultimately 


caufe  the  acquiiition  of  a  new  realm  to 
the  houle  of  Bourbon  ?  which,  while  an 
Au Arrian  prince  ruled  Spain,  France  op- 
pofed ; - now  matters  are  changed. 

The 


■ 1 
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The  nobility  of  Portugal  are  in  Petto, 
moflly  embittered  againit  their  fovereign, 
for  the  public  execution  of  D’aveiro,  &c. 
The  minds  of  the  low,  fuperfcitious  peo¬ 
ple  are  alienated  from  the  court  by  the 
expulhon  of  the  Jefuits,  which  they  look 
upon  as  a  perfecution. - What  effec¬ 

tual  luccour  can  we,  or  our  allies,  fend 
to  Portugal  r  The  long  German  war  de¬ 
feats  any  iuch  intent.  VVe  t nay,  indeed, 
diipatch  a  few  fhips  into  the  Tagus,  to 
wafte  gun-powder,  and  terrify  all  the 
fllh  therein  i  while  Spam  can  uninter- 
ruptedly  reduce  the  whole  kingdom,  ever 
looked  upon  by  her  as  a  revolted  pro¬ 
vince.  She  would  ccnfequently  fhut  us 
out  of  the  trade  there.  To  lofe  the  Spa- 
nifh  and  Portuguefe  trade  would,  in  all 
probability,  be  the  (not  delireable)  effedts 
of  Mr.  P— t’s  advice. 

But  he  had  always  evafions  ready  for  the 
people ;  firlt,  in  cafe  of  any  di falter,  to 
fay,  that  he  was  hut  one  of  the  council, 
Ihould  it  be  given  into.  And,  fecondly,  if 

notj 
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not,  as  he  forefaw  it  could  not  by  any  man 
in  his  fenfes ;  he,  (as  he  had  calculated) 
was  to  take  advantage  of  fuch  oppofition 
to  retire  in  a  pet ;  becaufe  the  council, 
forfooth,  would  not  come  into  his  opi¬ 
nion.  The  pity  of  it !  he  had  a  right 
to  dilfent  from  meafures  he  did  not  ap¬ 
prove. - He  might  as  well  decline  go¬ 

ing  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  from  a 
refentment  of  being  oppofed, — ridiculous. 

We  can  make  no  vigorous  Impreflion, 
nor  fpread  a  W arm  Alarm  in  Old  Spain. 
Can  any  men  think  of  making  con¬ 
quers  on  her  far  diftant  dominions  ?  To 
all  fuch  politicians  let  Hellabore  be  pre¬ 
ferred. 

The  Patriot,  if  adherent  to  the  con¬ 
vention  of  Clofter-Severn,  had  prevented 
a  great  effuiion  of  blood  and  treafure  to 
this  nation.  By  refufing  the  terms  of 
France,  he  puts  us  under  a  ftill  farther 
necefiity  of  loiing  much  more. 

At  one  period  his  idolators  extolled  his 
clevernefs  for  keeping  the  Spaniards  well 

with 
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with  us.  Now  they  declare  him  equally 
wonderful  (furprifmg  fagacity  !)  for  find¬ 
ing  they  are  not  our  friends. 

The  late  treaty  published,  is  what  all 
perfons  of  the  leaf!  penetration  muff  have 
long  thought  to  be  the  real,  the  heredi¬ 
tary  fentimcnts  of  the  Bourbon  monarchs, 
and  the  foie  wonder  is,  they  had  not 

i  * 

long  fince  figned  fuch'  a  one. 

The  Patriot  has  emphatically  told  us, 
that  America  was  conquered  in  Germa¬ 
ny,  crcdat  judcsus  Apella.  But  fuppofing 
fuch  a  Paradox  to  be  a  Truth,  would  it 
have  been  lefs  fo  under  the  direction  of 
his  Royal  Plighnefs,  had  the  fame  money 
and  troops  been  lent  to  him  before  the 
affair  of  Haftenbeck,  as  hath  been  fince 
heaped  on  Ferdinand  ?  what  a  having  of 
wealth  and  men  to  this  country  ;--—  fine 
effects  of  patriotifm  ! 

The  fame  oracle  has  pronounced  the 
adminiftration  of  Walpole  truly  upright 
and  national ;  and  that  his  late  majefty’s 
reign  (to  whole  royal  memory  he  pathe- 
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tically  groaned)  the  whiteft  sera  in  the 
Britilh  annals ;  yet  he  owed  his  rife  and 
greatnefs  to  an  implacable  attacking  of 
the  former  :  and  a  not  over  refpedful  be¬ 
haviour  to  the  latter,  ever  wanton  in  de¬ 
bating  his  mother  country. - Hcnores 


mutant  mores.  O  rare,  turn-about  Will  ! 

Our  navy’s  Palinurus,  on  whofe  igno¬ 
rance,  incapacity,  &c.  he  ufed  to  be  lo 
lavifli  in  abufe,  he  has  lately  difcovered 
to  be  the  greateft  man  ever  prefided  over 
the  marine  department.  All  thefe  recan¬ 
tations  make  good  the  old  faying,- 


“  Live  and  learn  !”  But,  however  men 
may  change,  truth  cannot.  In  all  ages 
continental  meafures  have  been,  now  are, 
and  mud  hereafter  be  baneful  to  Eng¬ 
land. - - 


The  letter  published  in  the  Ledger, 
and  thither  fent  by  Sir  J— —  H - ,  an 


embryo  orator,  was  as  contemptible  for 
its  ftyle  and  manner ;  as  deteftable  for  its 
unparalellcd  arrogance  and  tendency  of 
fpreading  a  dangerous  dilfention. 

G  A  fer- 
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A  fervant  who  had  deferted  from  (was 
not  difcarded  by)  his  mafter,  when  his 
fervice  was  moft  wanted  (according  to  his 
own  opinion)  inftead  of  rebukes,  meets 
with  a  noble  remuneration ;  a  title  for 
his  family  ;  and  royal  regret  for  the  with¬ 
drawing  fuch  boafted  abilities. 

What  caufe  for  complaint  ?  None  ; 
hut  that  his  vanity  was  alarmed  by  the 
apprehenfxon  of  lofing  his  dearly  beloved 
hobby-horfe.  Popularity.  Here  he  aga  in 
played  too  cunning  for  himfelf,  and  let 
efcape  a  third  opportunity  fortune  threw 
in  his  way  of  fhewing  to  what  height  a 
private  fubjedt  in  England  may  be  lifted 
by  the  ftrange  occurrences  of  life.  The 
addrefs  and  complaining  to  his  city  ad¬ 
mirers  of  the  king’s  being  environed  by 
evil  counfellors,  were  not  moft  certainly 
made  with  an  intent  of  recommending 
thofe  right  honourable  gentlemen  to  the 

efteem  of  the  nation. - They  were 

wicked,  nay,  almoft  trcafonable,  as  they 
flagrantly  meant  to  excite  difeord,  the 

mother 


I 

They  call 

to  mind  the  tragi-comic  farce,  which,  in 
queen  Elizabeth’s  reign,  the  vain  and  un¬ 
fortunate  earl  of  Effex  played  in  the  city. 

How  uncommonly  ridiculous  was  the 
advertifement  for  the  fale  of  feven  coach - 
horfes,  the  property  of  the  right  honour¬ 
able,  &c.  Was  it  to  draw  compaflion 
from  the  tender-hearted  mob  ?  or  to  tiy 
how  far  party  zeal  might  raife  their  price  ? 
Surely  the  new-created  lady,  with  a  pen- 
fion  of  three  thoufand  fer  annum ,  was, 
at  lead,  as  well  entitled,  and  better  en¬ 
abled  to  keep  a  fet  of  horfes,  than  the 
meer  commoner’s  wife.  Here  is  a  new 
wonderful  Seven  added  to  the  old  ones. 
The  Seven  Sages  of  Greece,  the  Seven 
Champions  of  Christendom,  and  now  th® 
Seven  Horfes  of  Patriotism, 

Should  the  fame  perfon  (as  it  is  given 
out)  have  been  abfent  from  the  coronati¬ 
on  ;  yet  go  into  the  city  to  meet  and  bow 
to  the  hired  acclamations  of  an  appointed 
populace  5  and  be  wantonly  huzza’d  in  the 

G  2  hearing. 
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mother  of  civil,  commotion. 


hearing,  and  under  the  royal  eye ;  as 
ftiuch  as  to  lay,  “  There  is  at  you  mo¬ 
narchy  :  and  to  indirectly  infinuate,  what 
many  of  the  (no  Doubt)  tutored  mob 
were  heard  to  audacioufly  fay,  “  No  P— t, 
no  k - It  was  a  proceeding  equal¬ 

ly  ftupid  and  contumacious.  A  man  of 
true  fenfe  would  have  induftrioufly  fnu li¬ 
ned  any  fuch  offenfive  cor: dud.  This 
was  nothing  lefs  than  elbowing  young 
Caefar  in  his  car  of  triumph,  and  dilput- 

ing  with  him  the  honours  of  the  day. 

✓ 

It  were  to  be  wifhed  that  this  patriotic 
gentleman  had  employed  half  the  pains 
he  has  taken  to  throw  us  into  a  new  war, 
to  procure  a  new  coinage  of  filver,  which 

his  German  war.  His,  lince  the  violation 

% 

of  the  Clofter-Severn  compad,  more  than 
the  Eaft-Indies  have  drained  us  of ;  and 
for  want  of  which,  the  lower  clals  of 
trade  is  fo  univerlally,  and  fo  lamentably 
diftreffed,  as  to  threaten  a  general  cala¬ 
mity  to  the  Hate. - At  length,  O  meteor 

of  patriotifm,  with  the  laughing  fide  of 
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» 

my  mafque  turned  towards,  I  take  my 
leave  of  you. 

The  now  miniftry,  matters  are  in  fo 
fluctuating  a  condition,  act  quite  on  the 
tip-toes  of  caution,  knowing  that  the  fon 
of  clamour  has  barking  agents  ready  fta- 
tioned  in  all  quarters  of  the  town  to  raife 
a  full  cry  againfi:  them,  upon  any,  the 
leaft,  even  imaginary,  occafion. 

The  Scotch  complain  of  the  fhynefs  of 
their  countryman;  fwear,  he  totally  ne¬ 
glects  them  ;  is  even  beeome  quite  unna¬ 
tional.  They  damn  P— t  as  the  caufe  ;  as 
if  through  fear  ox  him ;  w  ho,  they  affect 
to  have  reafon  to  think,  does  not  love 
their  country.  P— f  s  emiffaries  declare, 
that  is  all  a  northern  fine  fie ;  for  that 

lord  p - obtains  almoft  every  thing  for 

them  ;  that  little  can  be  got  for  the  Eng- 
lifh ;  nothing  at  all  for  the  Irifh  ;  the  lat¬ 
ter  having  on  all  occafions  behaved  fo 
{launch  to  the  prefent  family,  there  is  no 
need  of  bribing  them  to  fidelity  :  and 

that,  moreover,  lord  B - ’s  method 

of 
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of  ferving  his  countrymen,  is  through  the 
channel  of  fome  pliant  Englifh  perfonages, 
devoted  tools  to  his  fervice.  What  he  is 
fuppoled  to  have  direCtly  refufed,  is  pro¬ 
cured  by  the  others  indirectly :  fo  all  ap¬ 
pearance  of  partiality  is  faved. —  This  is 
lowing  black  cloth  with  white  thread. 

A  Highlander  and  Weft  of  England 
man  meeting  lately  in  Pall-Mall,  the  lat¬ 
ter  faiu  to  the  former,  “  I  give  you  joy, 
Sawney,  at  your  having  a  countryman, 
and  of  the  name  oi  Stuart,  fecretary  of 
ftc*.te  !  Tne  Highlander  replied,  Thank 
you,  honeft  John  ;  and  I  think  i  have  as 
much  i eafon  to  give  you  joy,  on  having 
C>ne  from  your  fide  of  the  country,  the 
fon  of  him  that  had  his  foot  in  the  llirrup, 
in  the  year  1 5,  fecretary  of  ftate  to  a 
king  of  the  houfe  of  Hanover!” —  They 
then  {hook  hands,  fhrugged  their  {houl- 
ders,  and  went  off  together  laughing,— 

as  much  as  to  fay,—  Strange  doings  at 
court  ? 


Finding, 
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Finding,  on  a  review  of  my  Common¬ 
place-book,  (wherein  I  occafionally  hitch 
the  occurring  reflections  of  each  day) 

that  many  eflential  articles  remain  un- 

% 

touched  ;  or  racher  could  not  introduce 
themfelves  commodioufly  in  the  preced¬ 
ing  part,  I  here  prefs  them  into  the  pub¬ 
lic’s  fervice,  under  the  form  of  Natio- 

\ 

jnal  Postulata:  wherein  a  few  faCts 
already  glanced  at,  being  judged  the  moil 
material  to  be  imprinted  on  every  un- 
biafled  confiderer's  mind,  are  here  tran¬ 
siently  prefented  in  a  new  light. 


NATIONAL 
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NATIONAL  POSTULATA. 

W  1 1 E  T  H  E  R  in  the  management 

of  ftate  affairs,  he  that  fucceeds  to 
plans  laid  down  by  others,  (who  had  fail¬ 
ed  folely  through  an  unaccountable  fatality 
in  the  officers  they  employed)  ffiould  by  a 
lucky  combination  of  agents,  not  chofen 
through  any  forefight,  or  intuitive  know¬ 
ledge  of  his,  have  faid  plans  happily  car¬ 
ried  into  execution,  be  not  like  to  a  per- 
fon  at  gaming,  who  takes  up  a  lofer’s 
feat,  and  meets  with  a  favourable  run  of 
cards  ?  While  profperous,  we  have  a 
right  to  be  pleafed  with  him  for  his  for¬ 
tune-fake  only  ;  but  from  thence  we  have 
no  reafon  to  allow  him  a  fuperiority  of 
judgment  over  his  lefs  fortunate  predecef- 
fors.  But  ffiould  fuch  a  man,  intoxicated 
by  fuccefs,  of  which,  as  to  himfelf,  he 
was  innocent,  promote  hazarding  upon  a 
new,  defperate  game,  all  the  winnings  of 

the  night ; - Would  not  his  partner, 

bettors 


t 
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bettors  on  his  fide,  &c.  have  a  right  to 
demur,  and  declare  off  ?  Mod:  certainly. 

Whether  it  would  not  be  highly  cul¬ 
pable  againd:  the  Britidi  conftitution,  for 
any  lingle  perfon  to  attempt  an  arbitrary 
fway  over  the  fenate,  the  council,  and  la¬ 
bour  to  keep  the  fovereign,  as  it  were,  in 
a  perpetual  ftate  of  minority ;  or  for  the 
convenient  tool  of  his  ambition,  to  im¬ 
plicitly  affix  his  dgn  manual  to  whatever 
he  in  his  great  wifdom  diould  be  pleafed 
to  offer,  without  the  concurrence  or  ap¬ 
probation  of  other  ftate-officers  ? 


Whether  it  will  not  henceforward  be 
the  intered:  of  England,  as  well  as  of  all 
other  powers,  the  maritime  efpecially,  to 
be  cautious  of  entering  into  a  war  with, 
any  branch  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon; 
but  when  neceffitated  thereto  to  declare 
againd:  them  all  at  once  ?  becaufe  from 
their  proximity  of  blood  and  connected 
interefts,  the  concealed  and  indiredt  fuc- 

cours  of  the  branch  in  peace,  may,  in 

% 

effedt,  be  mortj  hurtful  than  that  you  are  in 

II  war 
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war  with.  But  to  firft  wafte  a  nation’s 
treafure  and  men  in  a  long  war  with  one 
branch,  then  to  declare  againft  another, 
is  the  offspring  of  new-fangled  politics. 

Whether  boroughs,  towns,  corpora¬ 
tions,  &c.  addrefiing  a  fubjedl  for  the 
important  fervice  of  “  deferring  his  ma¬ 
iler, ”  when  he  had  need  of  his  advice, 
be  not,  in  the  firil  place,  highly  affront¬ 
ful  to  their  reprefentatives  in  the  fen  ate, 
and  difrefpedlful  to  a  patriot  king ;  from 
whom  alone  ,  as  the  fountain  of  honour, 
the  defired  approbation  and  recompence 
for  national  fervices,  are  to  be  derived  ? 
and,  whether  the  encourager,  receiver, 
and  than ks-re turner  for  fuch  mifcuided 

o 

addreifes,  be  not  guilty  of  a  prefumption 
unbecoming  a  lubjedt,  and  doth  not  af- 
fedt  a  kind  of  imperiim  in  imperio,  that 
may  foil  all  the  luflre  of  the  Britiili  throne 
in  the  eyes  of  foreigners,  who  fcarce  fee 
any  thing  elfe  in  our  news-papers ;  and 
which  mull;  appear  to  them,  what  it  really 
i:,  a  rnofl  ridiculous  proceeding. 

Whether 


Whether,  if  the  Ilydra  of  Jacobitifm 
were  to  rife  up  anew,  in  the  animated  and 
walking  Pavement  of  Oxford,  the  molt 
effectual  method  to  abet  that  Ion?  defeat- 
cd  party,  would  not  be  to  provoke 
many  powers,  particularly  thole  of  the 
Bourbon  Alliance;  by  overbearing,  bully¬ 
ing,  and  other  aggreftive  adds,  compel 
them  to  undertake  a  caufe,  which,  to 
their  political  fyftem,  has  never  been  an 
object  of  ferious  attention. —  The  young 
Chevalier  of  St.  George  being  with  tide 
now  king  of  Spain,  the  then  young  Don 
Carlos,  at  Naples,  in  a  royal  Galley  ;  the 
former  s  hat  was  blown  over-board  :  the 
latter  faid.  “  Coufin,  you  have  loft  your 

y  y 

hat.”  “  No  ;  anfwcrcd  he,  finding,  it  is 
gone  before  me  to  England.”  “  Mine 
111  all  bear  it  company,”  replied  the  other, 
and  threw  his  over. 

Whether  men  of  turbulent  dilpofitions, 
and  daring  views,  he  not  tiie  moil  unfit  to 
fleer  the  helm  of  any  ftate.  They  occaiion 

If  2  holidays 
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holidays  for  the  mob  by  rending  the  very 
vitals  of  the  nation’s  intereft. 

Whether  any  more  exalted  ingredients 
be  requifite  in  a  ftatefman,  fuppofing  him 
firffc  endowed  with  a  goodnefs  of  heart, 
than,  a  moderate  (hare  of  knowledge  in 
the  branches  of  his  department;  a  mo¬ 
derate  fhare  of  honefty  to  acquit  himfelf 
fairly  of  all  his  private  and  public  con¬ 
tracts  ;  a  moderate  fhare  of  temper,  ne¬ 
ver  to  lofe  fight  of  the  fubordination  ne- 
ceflary  for  the  fupport  of  government : 
making  him  at  the  fame  time  behave 
\vith  a  proper  politenefs  and  deference  to 
thofe  born  his  fuperiours,  and  to  deport 
himfelf  with  a  becoming  condefcenfion, 
and  undegrading  affability,  to  thofe  be¬ 
low  him  ;  to  wit,  artifts,  tradefmen,  fer- 
vants,  &c. —  Does  a  certain  much-talked 
of  patriot  tally  with  thefe  charaCteriftics  ? 

Whether  a  man,  who  has  frequently 
changed  his  opinion,  not  arifing  from 

un- 


uninfluenced,  meditative  convidion,  but 
either  for  pecuniary  confiderations,  or  to 
clear  the  way  to  the  objed  of  his  ambi¬ 
tion,  ought  to  be  relied  on  ?  If  fo,  this 
would  be  ereding  a  proteftant  infallibili¬ 
ty,  a  political  papacy,  to  whofe  fupreme 
office  we  muft  daily  apply  for  the  Guid¬ 
ance  of  our  underftanding,  and  without 
any  fhew  of  reflftance,  mod  paffively 
obedient  follow,  as  his  ftate-vicegerent- 
fhip  Ihould  pleafe  to  veer.  Such  a  ruling 
Proteus  mud  throw  the  people  into  a 
date  of  Pyrrhonifm,  as  to  what  regards 
their  welfare,  or  the  reverfe.  Such  a 
man’s  life  is  a  chain  of  contradidions. 

Whether  it  be  not  the  highefl:  pre- 
fumption,  guided  by  near- lighted  igno¬ 
rance,  for  any  man,  whofe  every  known 
fpecimen  hitherto  in  writing  (the  ted  of 
parts)  plead  not  violently  in  the  behalf  of 
his  genius,  to  take  it  into  his  unballafted 
head  to  draw  wantonly  after  ;  nay,  fpor- 
tively  whifk  about,  as  he  pleafes,  k- - , 
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lords  and  commons,  as  a  Turkifh  Bafhaw 
does  his  three  tails  (i). 


Whether  the 


of  the  French  miniftry,  as  well  as  of 
their  generals,  admirals,  &c.  has  not, 
at  leaft,  contributed  as  much  to  our  fuc- 


cefs 


(i)  The  character  of  all  fucb  trafficking  patriots,  and  po¬ 
pularity  hunting  orators,  is  thus  delineated  in  the  Wishes 
of  a  Free  People,  a  Dramatic  Poem*  publiffied  by  $. 
Hooper,  in  the  Strand. 

Nor  be  ye  dup’d  by  falfe  appearances 
Of  loud  declaimers  in  the  patriot  (train  j 
Braggarts  in  Speech,  bafe  recreants  at  the  Ted  : 

Who,  what  one  day  they  ftciining  brawl  again  ft, 
Whi.Tng,  th  next  rs  ftrenuoufly  embrace  ! 

May  Inconfiftence  badge  fuch  Veering  Talkers, 

Shut!, e-cock  heads,  puff’d,  vain,  tumultuous  hearts, 
Who'd  fling  di (grace  on  a  lov’d  royal  chief; 

Who’d  bln. ft  the  laurel  that  your  country  fav’d  ; 

Who’d  o'erfet  kingdoms  to  obtain  a  point. 

And  Mob-rais’d  altars  to  their  futile  pride. 

Throw  to  one  luch  a  Penfion*lure  and  Title; 

How  the  feene  fluffs  !  what  prodiges  enfue  ! 

His  Queen  of  Sheba  lulls  him  to  repofe  ; 

Sooths  th’  acrimonious  humour  in  his  blood  ; 

Checks  all  eruptive  virulence  of  breath. - 

The  Sop-mute  Cerberus  is  heard  no  more  ! 

But  fall'll  to  each  low  aft  of  blandiflnnenf. 

Fawns,  licks,  and  wooes,  whom  he  annoy’d  before! 

Ah——  how  fatiguing  to  be  always  One  ; 

’  Fis  more  than  frail  mortality  can  bear  ; 

More—  more—  -  than  Bath  or  London  ffiould  expeft— 

- And  Box -pre fenters  thro'  this  B’lieving  Ifle  1” 
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cefs  as  the  unexampled  bravery  of  our 
troops,  totally  independent  of  the  Guid¬ 
ance  of  any  felf-perfumer,  in  London  ? 
Therefore,  we  fhould  aft  with  prudence, 
as  the  fame  power  that  has  confounded 
their  council,  may  do  fo  to  ours,  to  hum¬ 
ble  a  nation’s  vanity. 

Whether  the  gentlemen  we  heard  about 
town  opining  fo  ftrenuoufly  for  our  natio¬ 
nal  troops  continuing  in  the  ruinous  and 
dellruftive  fervice  of  Germany,  would 

not  have  afted  a  more  humane  and  patriot 

\ 

part  to  labour  for  their  return.  Political 
voluptuaries,  fitting  on  the  downy  chairs 
of  indolence,  at  taverns,  eating  and  drink¬ 
ing  luxurioufly,  feel  not  the  pinching 
want,  fevere  feafons,  and  multiplied  mi- 
fery  our  poor  devoted  countrymen  are 
liable  to.  Great  comfort,  indeed,  muft 
accrue  to  them  from  bumpers  of  wine 
drunk  to  their  brave  atchievements. 

Whether  the  entering  into  a  Spanifh 
war,  if  for  a  pretext  of  withdrawing 

from  our  German  conneftions,  would 

\ 

not 
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not  be  fomewhat  fimilar  to  a  man’s  fet- 

ting  fire  to  his  houie,  in  order  to  ejeCt  a 
bad  tenant  ? 

Whether  there  be  not  a  fuperititious 
turn  in  the  people  of  England,  which 
neceffitatcs  them  to  have  an  idol  of  fome 
fort  or  other ;  an  aft  or,  a  boxer,  a  Can¬ 
ning,  or  a  Patriot,  for,  whom  they  will 
headlong  and  blindly  do  and  fwear  every 
thing  .  fomewhat  a-kin,  in  temper,  to  one 
of  the  lavage  nations,  whofe  inhabitants 
aie  nevei  lo  happy  as  when  honoured 

with  a  difli  of  the  excrements  of  their 
adopted  deity. 

Whether  the  good  people  of  England’s 
illuminating,  rejoicing,  and  exulting  at 
pompous  accounts  of  their  victorious 
countrymen  idly  lighting,  and  bravely 
falling,  to  manure  the  fields  of  Germa¬ 
ny,  be  not  equally  foolilh  as  is  the  con¬ 
duct  of  prodigal  fchool-boys,  fportively 
throwing  their  money  on  the  water. 
Its  humming  on  the  liquid  furface  for 
a  while  pleafes  them;  but  the  pieces 

foon 
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fooa  link,  and  are  irrecoverably  loft. — • 
Juft  fo  it  is  with  our  treafure  and  the 
many  Englilh  lives  fquandered  in  Ger¬ 
many. 

Whether  the  Scratch-Expeditions  on 
the  French  coaft  have  anfwered  any  other 
end  than  to  prove  to  the  Gallic  government 
how  little  they  have  to  fear  from  fuch  in¬ 
roads  ;  the  danger  being  all  on  our  fide. 
That  againft  Rochfort  is  faid  to  have 
been  countermanded  by  an  order  fent  in 
the  Viper  Hoop. 

Whether  to  the  proceeding  relative  to 
a  certain  relignation  may  not  be  applied 
this  impudent  declaration  of  refracto¬ 
ry  Popiih  Bilhops.  Firft,  Ath  ana fius 
contra  mundum.  I  by  itfelf  I ;  the  coun¬ 
cil  be  damned. - Secondly,  Ego  et  rex 

mens.  “  I  firft,  the  king  next.”  Third¬ 
ly,  A  papa  male  informato  ad  papam  me¬ 
lius  informandum.  I  own  I  have  hereto¬ 
fore  been  in  the  wrong  in  my  arguments 
againft  German  mcafures  ;  but  I  am  now 
better  informed.  It  is  to  be  believed 

I  that 
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/  perfon  thinks  fo. — 
However,  to  lay  the  axe  to’  the  root, 
“  Would  that  bleffed  information  have 
evei  come,  had  our  political  Prolelyte  re¬ 
mained  fill  an  unpromoted  commoner  ?” 

Whether  it  be  not  highly  ridiculous 
that  he,  who  had  fo  often,  and  fo  vehe¬ 
mently  inveighed  againft  the  arrogated 
power  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  for  the 
julf  realbn  of  any  perlon’s  affuming  to 
guide  this  nation,  being  entirely  anti- 
conlfitutional  and  fubverlive  of  our  li¬ 
berties  •,  fhould  himfelf  afpire  to  it  :  nay, 
publilh  his  Manifefto  to  the  city  ?  Can 
any  man’s  being  in  or  out  of  place  alter 
the  nature  of  things  ?  Or,  any  men  but 
thole  imbruted  with  the  groffeft  and  mofc 
Boeotian  in  tel  lefts,  be  led  a  Will  o’  the 
Wilp  dance  by  fuch  a  ftate  ignis  fattens, 
—  So  that  if  he,  fi  'om  the  verfatility  of 
his  veering  politics,  were  to  return  to¬ 
morrow  to  his  former,  and  indifputably 
true  tenets  j  that  continental  meafures  are 
diametrically  oppofite  to  the  intcreft  of 
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England  ;  they,  good  believing  fouls  would 
implicitly,  without  enquiring,  turn  about 
and  fli rugging  themfelves  in  a  piteous 
manner,  figh,  “  Ay,  indeed,  the  Great 
Man  fays  true,  continental  meafures  are 

j  7 

very  bad -  but  he,  God  blefs  him, 
will  find  a  cure  for  all  our  evils.”  Would 
he  could  for  thofe  he  has  already  plunged 
us  into,  and  then  thefe  nations  would  be 
very  well. 


Whether  it  was  not  a  ridiculous  affec¬ 
tation  of  difintereftednefs  (fuppofing  the 
faft  to  be  true)  to  refufe  the  accuflomed 
douceur  from  a  foreign  fubfidiary  :  if  the 
recufant,  at  that  time,  had  large  de- 

o 

mauds  on  him  undifcharged  ?  It  would 
be  keeping  fo  much  money  in  the  king¬ 
dom,  and  making  fo  many  tradefmen 
happy,  by  being  paid.  The  truth  here¬ 
of  is  doubted,  ( vide  La  Hoope’s  Re¬ 
ports).  However,  if  an  over-nice  fenie 
of  honour,  or  extreme  delicacy  of  con- 
fcience  was  the  caufe,  why  did  not  tlac 
fame  influence  him  to  return  to  her  heirs 
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the  confiderable  fum  received  from  the 

^  \ 

dutchefs  of  Marlborough,  when  he  re¬ 
nounced  oppoiing  the  meafures  which  he 
had  contradted  to  ever  rife  againft  ;  nay, 
received  the  premium.  His  getting  an 
ad  of  parliament  to  lay  it  afide,  calls  to 
mind  a  tranfa&ion  in  the  Monkifh  days 

of  this  realm. - A  man  in  narrow  cir- 

cumftances  fold  his  foul  to  the  devil  (the 
only  ’Change- Alley  broker  then  known ; 
bi^t  he  hath  fince,  indeed,  left  a  nume¬ 
rous  fry)  for  a  large  fum.  The  bond, 
according  to  cuftom,  was  figned  with  his 
blood.  The  felf-fold  becoming  melan¬ 
choly  fome  time  after,  applied  to  a  re¬ 
puted  faint,  who,  not  only  promifed,  but 
focn  produced  to  him  for  certain  fums 
payable  to  the  feveral  offices  of  his  con¬ 
vent,  an  abfolution,  or  releafe  of  his  en¬ 
gagement,  dilpatched  to  him  from  the . 
fupreme  tribunal  of  Paradife,  figned  Pe¬ 
ter,  and  counter-hgned  Dominick,  the 

patron  of  his  Order.- - Inafmuch  as 

every  companion  halts,  omnh  com par  at  io 

clan  dt  cat. 
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daudicat,  it  is  necedary  to  apologize  to 
the  illudrious  defcendants  of  her  Grace, 
that  here  is  intended  neither  a  fquinting, 
nor  infinuating,  that  fhe  had  any  the 
lead;  tindture  of  diabolicifm  in  her  com- 
podtion. —  All  meant  here  is,  that  a  man 
fold  himfelf  for  a  certain  fum  which  he 
received ;  and  when  he  found  no  more 
could  be  got  that  way,  repented  him  of 
his  bargain  ;  procured  to  himfelf  a  legis¬ 
lative  abfolution  of  his  vow  to  be  thereby 
enabled  to  get  more  money  in  purfuing  a 
quite  oppofite  doctrine  to  that  he  haddrd 
ftipulated  to  fupport.  This  is  being 
cleared  of  a,  by  him  fuppofeu,  criminal 
compact,  he  Aloft  didnterededly  retain¬ 
ing  the  fv/eets  and  emoluments  thereof. 
The  fame  actuating  confcience  in  regard 
to  Sardinia’s  monarch,  diould  have  dic¬ 
tated  a  reditution  to  the  heirs  of  her 

Grace. - It  is  not  even  now  too  late, 

nor  would  they,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  refute 
giving  the  patriot  fo  brilliant  an  opportu¬ 
nity  of  difplaying  hisdifregard  for  money. 

Whether 
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Whether  they  be  not  equally  erroneous 
who  extol  Mr.  P~t’s  abilities  above  all  in 
the  prelent  or  paft  ages  j  and  they  who 
totally  depreciate,  and  deny  his  having 
any  other  claim  to  merit  than  time-ferving 
prevarication,  and  over-weening  prefump- 
tion  ;  which  implies  an  affront  to  the  in- 
tellecls  of  the  honourable  Houfe,  in 
which  he  has  fo  often  taken  the  lead.1 
In  patched-coat  harlequin’s  opinion,  fup- 
pofing  him  endowed  with  a  proper  lhare 
of  modeffy  and  diffidence,  he  might  in 
any  other  affiembly  or  academy,  fuppo- 
fing  the  members  for  the  greater  part  not 
devoid  of  talents  and  a  neceffary  educa¬ 
tion,  be  ranked  inter  mediocre  s ;  but  as 
matters  now  Hand,  for  over-bearing,  and 
arrogant  affiuming,  inter  primes.  Some 
charadters  to  either  acquire  or  maintain 
the  baftardy  of  fame,  muff  firft  derive  it 
from,  and  after  continue  it,  in  oppofition. 

Whether  one  of  the  molt  flagrant  in- 
fiances  of  the  Britilh  nation’s  giddinefs 
and  inconftancy,  hath  not  difplayed  it- 

felf 
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felf  in  the  univerfal  outcry  and  detection 
excited  again  ft  one  miniftry,  for  hut  mean¬ 
ing  moderately  to  affift  Hanover,  when  eve¬ 
ry  reafon  then  concurred  for  fo  doing ;  yet 
to  idolize  their  chief  opponent,  when  he 
had  wriggled  himfelf  into  place,  and 
went  adtually  greater  lengths  in  behalf  of 

Hanover,  when  too  late,  than  the  others 
could  even  have  dreamt  of? 

Whether  the  pay  of  the  general  of  the 
Britifh  monarch’s  forces  in  Germany,  was 
not  a  fufficient  recompence  to  the  before 
but  fparingly  paid  lieutenant-general  in 
the  Pruffian  icrvice,  borrowed  thence, 
as  if  we  had  no  qualified  Englifh  officer 
to  guide  an  army  ?  —  Was  he  an  oeco- 
nomift  ftateiman,  who  could  advife  the 
farther  loading  of  that  hackneyed  beaft 
of  burden  for  all  the  government-blun¬ 
ders  of  England,  poor  Ireland,  with  two 
thoufand,  five  hundred  pounds  per  annum , 
befides  twenty  thoufand  pounds  Sterling 
cafli  of  England,  with  a  l'word  worth  one 
thoufand,— a  blue  ribband, —  and  all  for 

what  ? — 
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what  ? —  He  was  furprized  at  Minden ! 
had  as  little  fhare  in  obtaining  that  vidto- 
ly  as  our  vaunting  fecretary  at  home  had. 
—  .What  mighty  matters  have  been  done 
for  the  Engliih  officers  Kingfley,  Wal- 
grave,  &c.  whofe  prefence  of  mind  and 
good  generalfhip  prevailed  ? 

Whether  it  will  not  always  be  the  in¬ 
variable  intereft  of  England  to  never  in¬ 
terfere  in  continental  broils,  or  have  a 
difpute  with  any  powers  but  thofe  who 
can  moled:  her  on  the  feaj  and  on  that 

element  alone  to  militate. - Becaufe 

then  all  neceffary  expences  of  the  war  are 
laid  out  among  the  people.  No  neceffity 
enfues  of  accumulating  tax  upon  tax,  to 
the  very  grinding  of  induftry.  Then  vic¬ 
tory  and  acquifitions  would  diffufe  plenty 
and  chearfulnefs  through  all  ranks,  not  a 
perplexity  and  a  dearth  of  cadi  as  at 
prefent.  The  continent  draining  much 
taller  than  any  obtained  advantage  can 
fupply,  an  u'niverfal  diftruft  daily  gains 
ground,  by  the  difappearance  of  our 

Sterling, 
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Sterling.  Whence,  to  the  great  embar- 
raffment  of  trade,  fcarce  a  note  can  be 
got  difcounted.  All  thefe,  with  many 
other  inconveniences,  derive  from  the 
man  who  often  tat ioufly  faid,  he’d  unpad¬ 
lock  the  fwords  hung  up  by  the  conven- 
vention  of  Clofter-Severn.  If  a  landing 
fhould  be  effected  in  this  county,  and 
a  flop  put  to  our  artificial  paper  currency, 
which  by  fo  many  millions  exceeds  our 
cafh,  moftly  drained  in  German  fubfi- 
dies,  what  a  deplorable  plight  rauft  we 
be  in  ?  However,  to  repel  luch  danger, 
we  have  ftill  the  conqueror  of  Culloden 
left.  But  I  beg  pardon,  perhaps  the 
would-be  fupreme  arbiter  of  England 
would  advife  giving  a  preference  to,  and 
fending  for  prince  Ferdinand,  his  general 
by  predilection. 

Whether,  if  thefe  iflands  were  non¬ 
existent,  the  nations  on  the  continent 
would  not  only  be  necefiitated,  but  would 
effeCtuate  their  mutual  fafety,  by  a  politi¬ 
cal  ballance  :  the  lighter  ones  ever  ready  to 
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confederate  and  throw  themlelves  into  the 
icale  again  ft  that  which  might  affedt  to  pre¬ 
ponderate.  Let  us  therefore  leave  them 
to  to  natural  a  conduct  henceforward,  and 
never  more  by  immifcing  in  their  affairs, 
embroil  ourfelves  to  the  idle  as  well  as 
irrecoverable  lofs  of  men  and  treafure. 
Let  us  confine  our  quarrels  to  thofe  only, 
who  can  annoy  us  on  our  element,  the 
fea.  There  we  can  punifli  all  offenders, 
fearlefs  of  any  effectual  inroad  from  them  ■, 
fince  without  draining  matters,  it  may  be 
afierted,  that  three  hundred  thoufand 
fighting  men  can  be  raided  in  the  three 
kingdoms,  colonies,  &c.  including  the 
Handing  army,  militia  and  marines :  mofl 
of  whom  might  alio  be  difciplined  to  adt 
in  a  double  capacity  of  fea  and  landmen  j 
and  the  bailors  vice  verja.  This  being 
granted,  as  well  as  the  fuperiority  of  our 
numerous  navy,  let  it  be  alfo  confidered 
what  a  tram  on  the  enemy’s  fide  is  necef- 
fary  to  tranfport  twenty  thoufand  men,  im¬ 
plements  aiid  all  necelfaries  of  war,  bo¬ 
lides. 
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fides,  the  many  dangers  iuch  armaments 
are  liable  to  from  rocks,  ftorms,  and  the 
delays  by  contrary  winds  :  moreover, 
their  being  obliged  as  much  as  poffible 
to  fail  in  company,  all  jointly  evince  how 
little  we  have  to  dread  from  even  a  league 
of  all  the  maritime  powers,  while  we  are 
guided  by  a  prudent  adminiftration,  and 
eftabliih  the  truth  of  the  following  lines 
from  the  before  cited  poem  (2). 

Whether  we  have  not  reafon  to  fur- 
mize,  that  the  part  of  political  ipe&ator, 
which  ths  king  of  Denmark  hath  hither¬ 
to  obferved,  has  been  caufed  by  the  di  1— 
refpedful  manner  in  which  he  thought 

K  2  him- 


(2)  Rent  from  the  nations,  your  fnperiour  fway 
At  once  provokes  their  Envy  and  Dcfpair  ; 

Envy,  to  fee  your  glory  fo  enhanc’d  : 

Dcfpair,  from  impotence  to  drake  its  bafts. 

Menac’d  invations,  like  to  chafing  billows, 

May  fret,  fwell,  foam  ;  but  dafh  upon  youi  Ihores : 
And  broke  ’mongft  rocks  in  hollow  murmurs  die. 
A  ihort-liv’d  mock’ry  of  Gigantic  rage 
To  fcale  the  throne  of  cloud-compelling  Jove. 

As  unavailable  your  Sea-girt-ides, 

Your  fons  ftill  worthy  their  inheritance  ; 

Man’s  chief  prerogative,  A  ftate  ol  Freedom  1 
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,  bimielt  treated,  by  our  breach  of  the 
treaty  of  Clofter-Severn,  figned  by  our 
monarch  s  fon,  and  guaranteed  by  him  his 
fon-in-law  j  in  compliment  to  which  high 
perfonages,  the  French  generals  declined 
what,  by  the  ufage  of  war,  they  had  a 
1  igbt  to  do,  the  dilarming  the  Hanove- 
i  lans,  cvc.  and  for  which  adt  of  cour— 
tely,  they  have  been  fo  politely  and  hu¬ 
manely  requited.—  But  as  it  has  been  all 
along  imagined  by  the  fagacious  few,  and 
now  too  glaringly  appears  even  to  the 
multitude  ;  we  muft  make  good  all  mif- 
chiefs  arifing  from  our  then  breach  of 
iaith. - -According  to  the  rules  of  com¬ 

mon  decency,  the  tranlgreiled-againft 
fhould  have  firil  exhibited  their  com¬ 
plaints  to  the  power  that  guaranteed  the 
treaty,  before  any  hoflilities  fhonld  be 
proceeded  to  ;  otherwife  they  affront  the 
fo  negledted  guarantee.  But  our  ffate-cha- 
iiotccr,  our  popular  Phaeton,  having  got 
into  his  unfkilful  hands  the  guiding  of 
the  reins,  be  has  driven  us  with  a  ven¬ 
geance 


geance,  to  the  hidden  over-fetting  of  him- 
felf,  and  the  violent  fingeing  of  his  mo¬ 
ther-earth.——  The  realbn  of  our  recur¬ 
ring  fo  frequently  to  this  topic,  is,  its 
being  the  nucleus  belli ,  the  J'umma  lubes, 
whence  the  defeat  of  our  every  other  vic¬ 
tory  arifes. - So  many  thoufand  men 

loft !  fo  many  millions  wafted  !  the 
wretched  remains  of  our  troops  to  return 
home  without  having  effectuated,  what 

sD  ' 

all  fenfiblc  people  had  long  foretold  was  out 
of  their  power !  we  have  impoverifhed  our- 
felves,  and  to  what  end  ?  to  leave  Hanover, 
Helfe,  &c.  under  the  Ban  of  the  empire. 

Whether  the  excufe  given  by  tire  pa¬ 
triot’s  creatures  be  not  of  the  weakeft 
kind,  and  deferving  rather  of  contempt 
tli an  of  ferious  refutation  ?  However,  in 
regard  to  many  honeft  meaning  people, 
it  ftiall  be  fet  in  a  proper  light.  Thus 
they  argue  for  him ;  that  to  be  fure,  the 
giving  into  German  meafures  was  wrong, 
but  it  was  done  to  indulge  the  weaknefs 
of  an  old  monarch  &c.  If  a  nation’s 
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interefts  are  to  be  influenced  either  by  a 
Minority  or  Dotage  of  intellects  in  princes, 
farewel  invariable  maxims  of  ilate.  Why 
was  this  indulgence  oppofed  by  the  fame 
man  when  out ;  yet  granted  when  in  ? 
In  how  different  a  manner  did  a  French¬ 
man,  a  prie'l,  and  a  courtier  aft  towards 
his  aged  monarch  Lewis  the  Fourteenth, 
relative  to  a  favourite  objeft,  in  which 
he  wanted  to  be  indulged  ?  Quite  diffe¬ 
rent  from  our  profeffor  of  patriotifm. — 
The  illuftrious  perfonage  I  allude  to  is 
Fenelon,  archbifhop  of  Cambray,  and 
what  is  more,  the  author  of  T elemachus. 
When  his  mailer’s  ever-bigotted,  but 
through  years  waning  faculties,  were 
quite  terrified  by  Madame  Maintenon’s 
artful  reprefentations  of  infernal  tortures 
for  a  criminal  commerce  ;  old  Lewis  re- 
folved  on  marrying  her  in  private  (which 
tranfpired  to  the  no  fmall  alarm  of  his 
royal  progeny,  courtiers,  &c.)  that  both 
carnally  and  fpiritually  he  might  enjoy 
chriftian  comfort  in  the  catechifing  em¬ 
braces 
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braces  of  a  veteran  miftrefs.  However, 
to  lull  fome  reproachful  doubts  (as  to  the 
indignity  of  fuch  a  match)  he  applied  to 
Pere  la  Chaife,  confeffor  and  a  Jefuit,  for 
advice,  his  fociety  being  the  fuppofed 
guardians  of  the  fmooth  and  velvet  path 
to  heaven.  The  political  father  declined 
the  office,  by  declaring  himfelf  to  be  but 
an  humble  regular,  quite  unexperienced 
in  what  was  fitting  for  the  dignity  of  his 
monarch,  or  the  throne  ;  but  that  he 
looked  upon  Fenelon  as  the  belt  ■'qualified 
among  his  fubjcdts  to  advife  his  majefty 
upon  that  head  (this  was  the  fox  praifing 
the  hare’s  flelh).  The  king  commanded 
La  Chaife  to  repair  forthwith  to,  and  in¬ 
form  Fenelon  he  would  fpeak  to  him.— 
The  good  archhilliop  having  learned  the 
bufincfs  in  queltion  from  the  wary  Jefuit, 
replied,  with  a  fmile,  “  Father,  I  have 
nevejr  done  any  injury  to  you,  or  your 
order,  that  you  fiiould  have  entangled  me 
in  this  affair.  You  know,  befides,  the  loyal 
and  zealous  veneration  I  have  for  his  ma- 

jefty. 
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jelly,  as  well  as  the  great  obligations  I  ant 
under  to  madame  Maintenon.  But  be 
that  is  it  may  jacla  eft  aka.  No  motive 
lhall  warp  me  from  the  duty  I  owe  to  my 
king  and  country.”  He  haftened  to  the 
king’s  apartment,  who,  having  opened 
to  him  his  intention  of  marrying  ma¬ 
dame  Maintenon,  about  which  he  faid 
he  wanted  but  his  advice  to  finally  de¬ 
termine. —  A  trying  fituation. —  Fenelon 
threw  himfelf  upon  his  knees  ; —  and 
thus  dutifully  declared  :  “  Although  the 
incurring  your  difpleafure,  the  lofs  of 
madame  Maintenon’s  friendlhip,  may  be 
the  confequence;  yet  my  fealty  to  you.  Sire, 
the  tender  regard  I  have  for  my  country’s 
glory,  jointly  prompt  me  to  afiert  that  your 
marrying  her  would  (lamp  an  indelible 
blot  upon  your  Reputation,  and  tarnifh 

the  diadem  of  France.” - -  Thus  fpoke 

a  truly  patriot  fubjedt.  The  king  bid 
him  rile  ;  that  he  Ihould  reflect  upon  his 
opinion. — The  arbitrary  effedt  was,  that  in 
a  lew  hours  after  Fenelon  received  a  Lettre 

de 
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de  Cachet  to  retire  to  his  bifhoprick; 
whence  he  never  more  returned  to  court. 
— Glorious  exile  ! —  In  this  cafe  an  old 
monarch  might  have  been  indulged  to 
marry  a  woman,  who  had  rendered  the 
advifer  againft  great  fervice,  was  pail 
child-bearing,  whereby  no  inconvenien- 
cies  could  arife  to  the  royal  inheritance. 
- — We  have  yet  an  unboafting  Britifh 
fenator,  who,  when  at  the  head  of  a 
public  office  of  the  firft  confequence,  re- 
fufed  indulging  his  aged  mafter  in  an- 
fwering  draughts  which  to  him  appeared 

anti-conftitutional. - He  alfo  refufed 

propoling  to  the  fenate  what  he  patrioti¬ 
cally  judged  againft  the  dignity  of  his 
country. —  Deaf  to  infinuations,  to  de- 
fert  his  place,  becaufe  he  had  done  his 
duty,  he  fteadily  waited  for  orders  to  re¬ 
sign. - When  a  part-fharer  of  popula¬ 

rity,  he  behaved  with  all  the  philofophic 
prudence  of  a  good  fubjedl;  as  he  was 
after  unalarmed  at  the  mean  artifices  of 
the  man  (who  can  bear  no  brother  in 
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the  multitude’s  affedtion)  to  diflurb  and 
juftle  him  unfufpedting,  unprepared,  at 
his  laft  eledtion.  O  Fye  !  , 

Whether,  having  quoted  the  adtion  of 
one  man  from  another  kingdom,  worthy 
of  being  imitated  ;  it  may  not  prove  of 
public  utility  to  quote  the  proceedings  of 
another  great  in  power  from  the  fame 
realm,  to  be  held  up  as  an  objedt  of  ge¬ 
neral  deteflration  :  fully  convinced  nothing 
like  to  him  infefts  Albion. —  But  if  a 
Britifh  coronet  fhould  ever  be  difgraced 
by  any  fuch,  fhort  may  be  his  influence. 
The  typical  figure  I  mean  is  of,  through¬ 
out  France,  detefled,  niggard,  and  par- 
cimonious  memory,  the  late  cardinal 
Fleuri,  whofe  flarved  and  oeconomical 
views  rofe  no  higher  than  to  be  a  pit¬ 
tance  dealer  in  hofpitals ;  but  were  an  ab- 

lolute  pefl  in  a  monarch’s  palace. - A 

thoufand  mafkcd  indignities  had  been 
frequently  played  againfl  him  by  the 
king’s  fervants  :  fo  many  ;  that  even  the 
prefent  Lewis,  his  pupil,  became  tired 

of 


«f  his  complaints,  and  bid  him,  at  lafl, 
to  bufy  himfelf  no  more  about  the  affairs 
of  the  kitchen  ;  or  trouble  him  more 
with  other  details  of  mean  reforms,  in 
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which  that  penurious  prelate’s  groveling 
foul  fo  delighted.  On  one  of  thefe  oc- 
cafons  it  was,  that  he  firft  perceived  the 
wane  of  his  authority  over  the  young 
monarch  ;  as  foon  as  he  had  begun  to 
refled:  how  degenerate  he  had  been  mis- 
taiwht  to  live  from  the  lone-eftablifhed 

o  o 

cuftom  of  all  his  royal  prcdeceffors,  and 
inviolably  tranfmitted  to  him  by  his  late 

illuftrious  anceftor. - On  the  cardinal’s 

death  his  corpfe  was  depofited  in  an  ob- 
fcure  church,  by  his  relations,  who  exped- 
ed  that  a  magnificent  maufoleum  would 
be  ereded  for  him,  by  the  king,  in  ano¬ 
ther,  whither  it  fhould  be  removed.  The 
French  king’s  anfwer  to  an  application  on 
that  head  was,  “  That  the  cardinal  was 
already  buried  in  too  good  a  place  for  fo 
mean-fpirited  a  wretch  ;  that  he  never 
thought  of  him  but  with  horrour  for 
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the  irreparable  injury  he  had  done  him* 
by  having  endeavoured  to  damp  on  his 
young  mind,  fuch  unprincely,  fuch  ple¬ 
beian  notions,  as  mud  make  him  appear 
contemptible  to  his  fubjedls ;  for  that 
the  words,  bajfe  epargne,  “  mean  faving,” 
ought  to  be  unknown  to  a  royal  ear,  and 
for  ever  erafed  from  court  vocabularies.” 
Thus  Fleuri  drew  upon  him  his  ma¬ 
iler’s  difpleafure,  and  the  hatred  of  the 
people.  The  latter  was  amply  fignified 
to  him  by  a  copious  pelting  of  his  coach 
with  dirt  in  the  ftreets  of  Paris,  where 
he  was  never  defirous  of  appearing  after. 
How  grating  mull  it  have  been  to  him, 
or  to  a  high  officer,  in  any  other  court, 
profecuting  a  like  dirty  plan,  to  receive  a 
billet  of  this  kind,  “  Wretched  purveyor 
of  a  young  king’s  houffiold,  we  fend  you 
wrapt  up  in  paper,  five  ounces  of  meat, 
the  remains  of  our  fovereign's  (by  you) 
curtailed  dinner,  and  whom  your  officious 
meannefs  diffionours.  Take  it  home, 
we  fay,  to  your  family,  as  you  have  al¬ 
ready 
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ready  done  by  the  coals,  which  ufed  to 
fupply  the  feveral  fupprefled  fire-places. 
We  now  warm  ourfelves  by  blowing  in 
our  hands. —  You  have  made  liquors  of 
all  forts  and  wine  as  fcarce  about  court, 
as  in  a  penitential  convent  of  profefled 
water-drinkers  : — we  grope  to  bed  in  the 
dark.  —  No  "body  comes  near  us,  as  if 
we  lived  in  the  manfions  of  famine  and 
peftilence. —  Old  Lewis  (and  the  charac- 
teriftic  of  age  is  covetoufnefs)  would  nei¬ 
ther  permit,  nor  hear  of  any  fuch  reform ; 
but  for  you  to  introduce  it  under  a  young 
monarch,  when  nothing  fhould  be  talked 
of,  nothing  heard  of  but  pomp,  but  adts 
of  generofity.  O  fhame,  ihame. —  Sav, 
caitiff,  what  is  all  this  grinding,  this  ex¬ 
cluding  of  old  fervants  for  ?  Is  it  to  an- 
Iwer  any  public  or  private  exigences  of 
the  ftate,  or  through  a  black  defign  of 
making  our  fo  humanely  difpofed  young 
fovereign  to  decline  in  the  yet  warm  and 
filial  affedtions  of  a  moft  dutiful  people  ? 
Reform  thyfelf ; - farewel.” - Such 
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court-brokers  mifplaced  near  the  perfoit 
of  a  king,  are  like  to  malignant  mills, 
through  which  the  fun,  Ihorn  of  his  ge¬ 
nial  and  dilfufive  rays,  appears  rather  a 
difaftrous  glare,  than  a  benificent  lumi¬ 
nary. —  which  to  forefend  from  among 
us,  let  us  join  in  the  Will},  from  the  al¬ 
ready  cited  Poem  ;  llrongly  hoping,  how¬ 
ever,  that  no  reafon  either  has,  or  ever 
lhall  be  given  at  our  court  for  the  form¬ 
ing  of  any  fuch  (3).  Be  it  remarked, 
that  many  princes,  although  naturally 
wicked,  fuch  as  Auguftus,  Lewis  the 
Fourteenth,  &c.  yet,  by  an  habitual  mu¬ 
nificence,  have  not  only  fiourilhed  in  the 

veneration 


(3)  May  Magnanimity  in  Council  fway, 

Thence  be  difcardcd  men  of  narrow  hearts  ; 

Let  not  Oeconomy  to  meannefs  warp, 

But  thou  Magnificence  thy  ftandard  raife. 

Gen’rous  expending  fhould  a  court  emblazon; 

And  fplendid  efcorts  manifeft  a  king. 

For  fhame; - debafe  not  power  to  Cit-like-faving  ; 

Sink  not  a  Monarch's  to  a  Burgher’s  dwelling, 

Since  Britifh  millions  you've*  on  ftrangers  lavifh’d  ; 

In  your  profufencfs  let  the  iubjefts  fhare  : 

The  fubjcfts,  from  whofe  induftry  they’re  rais’d  ! 

Nor  be  ye  thro’  fuch  penury  proclaimed 
Niggards  at  home ;  and  Prodigals  abroad  ! 
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veneration  of  their  fubjedts,  but  even 

have  been  tranfmitted  glorious  to  pofte- 
rity :  that  others,  though  naturally  good, 
fuch  as  Claudius,  Lewis  the  Fifteenth, 
&c.  yet  have  funk  into  an  univerfal  dis¬ 
regard  by  an  erroneous  frugality,  which, 

in  fovereigns,  is  a  failing,  ever  odious  to 

»  *  r  m 

the  people.  Their  fame  fuffers  in  confe- 
quence,  being  exhibited  in  the  moll  dis¬ 
advantageous  light  by  annalifts ;  becaufe 

4 

niggai’dlinefs  on  a  throne  is  unkingly,  an 
immoral  aggregate,  and  flate-hydra. 

Whether,  as  we  turn  our  eyes  from 
the  interiour  management  of  courts,  we 
may  not  have  reafon  to  conjecture  that  a 
new  political  fyftem,  offspring  of  the 
Bourbon  alliance  with  Ruffia,  will  take 
place.——  However  that  of  Auftria  hath 
ferved  it  for  the  prefent;  flie  will  fink 
in  confequence,  and  dwindle  in  the 
French  confidcration,  as  all  the  ambiti¬ 
ous  views  of  that  power,  to  extend  its 
territories  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
Rhine,  can  be  feconded  hereafter  fo  ef¬ 
fectually 
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fedtually  by  Ruffia ;  as  (he  can  be  In  her 
views  reciprocally  by  France.  Befides, 

between  the  Bourbon  and  Ruffian  courts 
there  appears  no  probability  of  any  clash¬ 
ing  interefts,  at  leaft,  for  a  long  period 
of  time.  Subfequent  to  this  dodtrine,  the 
king  of  Pruffia,  and  all  other  German 
princes,  will  become  lefs  and  lefs  the 
fubfidiary  objedts  of  Verfailles,  according 
to  her  intent  heretofore  of  fapping,  un¬ 
dermining  and  finally  overthrowing,  thro’ 
their  venal  affiftance,  the  rival  power 
of  Auftria.  Colberg’s  being  taken  ought 
to  ring  the  alarm  bell  through  all  Ger¬ 
many,  to  unite  in  her  own  defence 
again  ft  the  two  great  powers  preffing  for¬ 
wards,  from  distant  quarters ;  and  between 
whofe  formidable  approaches  She  appears 
in  danger  of  being  cruShed,  Should  her 
princes  negledt  their  immediate  coalefcing. 
Britannia,  however  generous  in  her  na¬ 
ture,  is  not  always  bound  to  hold  forth 
her  invincible  vFgis,  to  Shield  the  felf- 
dc voted  from  deftrudtion. 


Whether 


Whether,  the  haughty  Spaniard’s  af¬ 
fected  modefty  was  not  calculated  to  ex- 
afperate  the  other  potentates  of  Europe 
againfl  us,  as  if  grafping  at  univerfal  mo¬ 
narchy  in  marine  affairs ;  and  the  level¬ 
ing  his  Memorial  chiefly  againfl:  a  fubjeCt, 
an  infolent  infinuation,  as  if  we  were  not 
under  the  fway  of  a  ruling  fovereign  ? 
Whether,  by  their  intrufive  fneering  in 
a  manner,  and  as  it  were  ironical  beha¬ 
viour,  relative  to  our  contention  with 
France,  one  might  not  be  induced  to 
think,  that  the  Dons,  in  general  council 
alfembled,  had  previoufly  planned  (if 
fuffered)  exhibiting  England  as  a  politi¬ 
cal  bull-feaft  to  the  reft  of  Europe  ? 

Whether,  notwithftanding  the  encrea- 
fing  number  of  our  enemies,  the  Britifh 
(like  the  old  Roman  Spirit,  which  at  the 
worfl:  of  times,  was  the  mod  obftinate  to 
refufe  terms  even  from  a  fuccefsful  foe) 
ought  not  thence  rather  derive  new  cou¬ 
rage,  and  make  the  very  offer  of  an  in- 
fult  be  immediately  chaftifed,  before  even 
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any  intimation  thereof  fliould  reach  the 
people  ?  Whether,  if  Britannia  were 
ever  to  lit  inactive,  tamely  confcious  of 
injuries  received,  luch  ignoble  tempo- 
riling  (which  can  be  advifed  only  by 
daftardly  fouls)  would  not  be  produ&ive 
of  Hill  farther  difgrace,  from  the  fo  en¬ 
couraged  offenders  ;  a  rupture  with  them 
from  repeated  provocations  becoming  at 
lall  inevitable. 

Whether  it  would  not  be  more  eligible 
as  more  glorious  upon  all  occafions,  to 
let  the  Britiffi  Lion  loofe  to  crufh  info- 
lence  in  its  infancy  ;  felf-colledted  in 
all  his  native  ftrength  to  let  him  arouzed, 
proudly  ftalk  forth  to  repel  and  punilh 
multitudinous  menaces  of  confederate 
kingdoms ;  even  were  the  Ruffians,  with 
others,  to  encreafe  the  hoftils  groupe  ? 
Soon  the  feared  nations  would  flee  from  his 
awakened  anger,  and  tremble  at  the  im¬ 
perial  roar;  which  penetrating  into  the  vail 
rccelfes  of  the  deep,  would  thence  fummon 
his  genuine  alliance.  This  mull  ever  be 
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the  effect,  while  fteady  and  conftitutional 
miniftries  have  the  direction  of  affairs. 
But  quite  the  reverfe  will  enfue,  when 
men  who  have  an  itching  palm  for  gold, 
or  a&uated  by  felfifh  views,  are  permitted 
to  come  near  a  king.  Their  baneful  in¬ 
fluence  will  over-caff  the  fairefl:  ap¬ 
pearances  of  things,  perplex  and  entangle 
the  mod  certain  clue  to  fuccefs,  engen¬ 
der  difcord,  and  dilhonour  victory  by  fa- 
crifices  to  the  bribed  meannels  of  private 
intereft,  totally  regardlefs  of  the  general. 
Againft  the  future  influence  of  men  of 
that  ftamp,  none  like  thereto  now  envi¬ 
roning  our  gracious  Sovereign,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  from  The  Willies  of  a  Free  Peo¬ 
ple,  fliould  be  trumpetted  aloud  by  every 
tongue  (4).  This  is  the  lalt  quotation  I 
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(4)  Downfall  to  thofe  who  wouM  diiTention  breed 
Or  by  inglorious,  tame  concelTions  yield, 

What  (the  world's  wonder)  your  brave  troops  have  won  ! 
Conquefts  cemented  with  the  blood  of  Britons  l 
Too  high  a  premium  to  be  cheaply  barter’d  j 
Or  idly  lquander'd  to  make  paries  fwell 
Of  lbme  low  things  call'd  P---r's,  the  realm's  difhonoiu*. 
Strangers  to  truth,  of  principles  devoid. 

State-hackney’d  pimps,  young  virtue  to  debauch. 

Aliens  from  manhood,  cankers  of  the  throne, 

Foes  to  all  worth,  vile  plunderers  in  power. 
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fhall  make  from  that  poem  ;  but  recom¬ 
mend  the  perufal  of  the  whole,  where¬ 
with  the  loyal  reader,  actuated  with 
a  true  Britifh  fpirit,  cannot  fail  being 
pleafed. 

Whether,  confident  with  the  long  eda- 
blifhed  political  maxim  of  Europe,  it 
would  not  have  been  more  prudent  in  the 
houfe  of  Audria  to  have  compromifed 
the  difpute  with  Pruffia,  than  to  have 
called  in  Ruffian  auxiliaries.  In  Germa¬ 
ny  they  now  have  footing ;  to  maintain 
which  they  will  become  principals  in  the 
war,  and  who  fhall  turn  them  out  ?  That 
impolitic  expedient  to  relieve  from  a  tem¬ 
porary  evil,  is  like  to  entail  a  lading  fore 
on  Audria,  as  well  as  on  the  Germanic 
body.  All  the  late  fucced'es  againd  Pruffia 
may  prove  to  have  been  but  a  previous 
blaze  to  their  general  overthrow,  unlefs 
the  Germans  firmly  unite  among  them- 
felves,  difle  all  intedine  animofities,  and 
enter  into  the  mod  effectual  combinations 
to  defeat  the  danger  brewing  againd  them 
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in  Mufcovy.  The  death  of  the  Czarina,  it  is 
to  be  feared,  will  rather  exafperate  than 
mitigate  military  operations  on  account  of 
Holflein.  Wherefore  the  following  appears 
the  molt  obvious  counter- alliance  to  that 
of  the  branches  of  Bourbon  with  Rufiia— 
the  compacted  Germanic  body,  its  fron¬ 
tier  on  all  lides  well  fortified ;  Holland, 
Sardinia,  Denmark,  and  Portugal  if  felf- 
defenfible,  with  Great-Britain.  The  part 
the  laft  has  to  ad,  is  upon  an  invafion  of 
any  of  her  allies,  founded  on  the  fuperiority 
of  her  navy,  to  convey  a  fufficient  num¬ 
ber  of  troops,  (not  handfuls  as  of  late) 
firlt  after  landing,  to  fecure  a  ltrong  hold  ; 
then  to  ravage  provinces,  caufe  conlider- 
able  diverfions,  and  carry  oft  large  con¬ 
tributions.  Thus  Ihe  will  dill  refs  the 
enemy,  and  re-imburfe  all  the  extraordi¬ 
nary  expences  that  have  been  laid  out  and 
that  too  among!!  her  fubjeds.  Her  floating 
fortreffes,  fraught  with  the  deftrudion  of 
the  places  they  are  fent  again!!,  by  tlie 
different  courfes  they  deer  (as  through  the 
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air  in  thick  fable  clouds  rolls  the  yet  filent 
thunder)  fpread  multiplied  alarms,  make 
fore-running  terrour  to  fcour  the  coafts, 
and  fear  be  ftationed  in  every  redoubt, 
from  an  uncertainty  where  the  tempeft  is 
to  burft. 

Whether  it  will  not  be  highly  expe¬ 
dient,  as  well  as  juftifiable  (the  Genoefe 
having  given  fufficient  provocation)  for 
Great-Britain  to  take  the  Coriicans  under 
her  protection  ?  Belides  the  advantage 
of  fecuring  a  fhelter  for  our  {hipping  in 
a  plentiful  ifland,  abounding  with  corn, 
wine,  oil,  &c.  fhe  may  train  up  and  keep 
in  pay  feveral  thoufand  natives  of  that 
ifland,  both  for  her  fea  and  land  fervice, 
a  ready  check  to,  and  chaftifer  of  any 
Italian  or  other  power,  that  fhould  dare 
to  offend.  She  in  return,  by  initiating 
to  trade,  may  make  them  become  a  rich 
and  flourifhing  people,  as  well  as  an  ever 
ufeful  ally  in  the  Mediterranean. 

Whether  it  can  be  deemed  a  departure 
from  that  military  fpirit  with  which 
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Pruflia  and  Great-Britain  have  begun  this 
war,  fhould  either,  or  both,  apply  for  affift- 
ance  to  the  fublime  Ottoman  Port ;  or  to 
the  humbler  Beys  of  Tripoli,  Tunis,  Al¬ 
giers,  &c.  Befides,  to  eafe  the  confcience 
of  over-fcrupulous  chriftians,  fcripture 
can  be  quoted  to  warrant  Neceflity’s  mak¬ 
ing  ufe  of  every  expedient  for  its  relief 
and  advantage.  For  inftance,  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  Ifrael,  the  c  ho  fen  people,  were 
permitted  to  poflels  themlelves  of  Egyp¬ 
tian  property,  and  convert  it  to  their  own 
ufe.  Moreover,  Lewis  the  Fourteenth, 
although  proud  of  being  called  the  elded; 
fon  of  the  church,  always  cultivated  a 
good  underftanding  with  his  arbitrary 
brother  of  Conflantinople ;  and  the  Bour- 
bonites  have  more. than  once  benefited  of 
Mahometan  fuccour  againfi:  Auftria  and 
the  empire.  For  the  more  refined  free- 
thinking  minds  may  be  pleaded  a  claflic 
authority  (of  more  weight  with  them) 

and  of  celeftial  origin,  as  tranfmitted  to 
us  by  Virgil, 

FlcSlerc  fi  ncqueo  j'uperos  Acherontc  movebo, 
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CONCLUSION. 

*  0  »■  fr  <  ^ 

THE  candid  public  is  entreated  to 
kindly  receive  the  preceding  Me¬ 
moirs,  &c.  (written  occafionally,  and  at 
different  times,  in  which  the  good  and 
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bad  -  of  each  argument  is  couched)  as 
fufficient  for  the  firft  eiTay  of  Harle¬ 
quin,  a  new  Phenomenon  in  poli¬ 
tics  :  therefore,  taking  leave  of  all  par¬ 
ties,  as  the  cuftom  is  abroad,  I  give  a 
farewel  Cabriole,  with  hearty  and  fervent 
wlihes ;  fir  ft,  for  a  fage,  unambitions  and 
confident  miniftry,  to  aflift,  advife,  but 
not  to  guide  the  council.  Secondly,  for 
a  glorious  and  triumphant  period  to  the 
prefent  complicated  war,  to  be  followed 
by  a  long,  peaceful  and  happy  reign  of 
their  Moft  Sacred  Majefties.  Thirdly, 
for  thefe  kingdoms  profperoufly  flourilh- 
ing  through  ages  under  an  uninterrupted 
fuccefiion  of  fovereigns  fprung  from  the 
iHuftrious  houfe  of  Hanover. 
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